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Message from the President 

  
    Hello fellow GLATC members!! 
 
  All I can say is WOW! What a winter we had this year! It started off mild and we barely had a white Christmas, but 
then it started hitting and just wouldn't stop! Lots of snow, ice, wind, and bitter cold. Those of you that leave in the 
winter- I envy you! But, it is finally starting to get better. It is nice to see the sun and the snow is melting, which 
means the tractors are wanting to sneak out of the barn soon! :) 
 
  We have a big season coming up, so I have worked to get the schedule of events posted a bit earlier for you all. 
Last year, it first appeared in the May newsletter, but it can be found here and now for the April edition. We are still 
working on a couple of the dates, and they will be added to the schedule as soon as we have them. As you know, 
Greg Hansmeier is our activities director and our historian, so he will be detailing each month's events. Greg did a 
wonderful job with this last year!! He will also be taking pictures for the club archive, newsletter, and website also. I 
would like to encourage all of our members to take pictures at the meetings and events!  
 
  I would like to take a moment to thank our sponsors for continuing their support of our club and renewing their ads 
in our newsletter! You guys are all very important to us, and we look forward to working with you! I would also like to 
welcome our newest sponsors: ERA Greater North Properties in Cadillac, S & L Maintenance in Traverse City, 
World Truck and Auto in Traverse City, Ebel's General Store and Ebel's Hardware in Falmouth, Legacy Fire and 
Safety in Cadillac, Valley Truck Parts in Traverse City, and Richfield Trailer Supply in Traverse City. 
 
  I would also like to give a BIG SHOUT out to AJ Shannon for working with and signing up all of our sponsors! 
Thank you Shannon!!  
 
  Our summer kickoff event this year is going to be special! We will be inviting all of our sponsors to join us for a grill 
out and potluck lunch! We will have more details on this in May and June's newsletter. The tentative date for this 
event is Saturday, June 8th at 1 PM at the Union Township Hall in Fife Lake. We will send invitations to our spon-
sors with a RSVP coupon sometime in May. 
 
  The registration process for the Mackinac Bridge Crossing started on March 1. Anyone wishing to sign up can go 
directly to the Bridge Crossing website. The registration forms, rules, and regulations can be found on our club web-
site www.greatlakesantiquetractorclub.org. Please contact Dave Snyder or Jerry Russell with any questions or if 
you need help registering. Their contact information is available on the directors page in this newsletter. 
 
  I look forward to seeing you at the April 13th meeting! Meeting will start at 530 PM. We will not have a board meet-
ing in April- we will have one at the May meeting. 

 

Mike Polega 
President 
Great Lakes Antique Tractor Club    
                                                          

http://www.greatlakesantiquetractorclub.org/


Membership Corner 

 

Hello everyone! 
 
  Can you believe it is April 2019 already? We are poised to have a great year and there are a few membership 
related things I would like to share with you. 
 
  We currently have approximately 50 members/families in our club. I have set a goal to bring that number to at 
least 60 by the end of this season. We need to be growing by bringing in fellow tractor enthusiasts to share in our 
participation of local community events and other club activities. While we do welcome new members outside of our 
local area that wish to participate in the Mackinac Bridge Crossing, we would also like to sign up more local mem-
bers that can come out with us and show off their tractors! We accept members of all ages, so if you know someone 
that might like to join us, please have them contact me by phone or email. There is also a place to download and 
print a club application on our club website: www.greatlakesantiquetractorclub.org.  
 
  Everyone should have received their 2019 membership card in the mail. If you did not receive one, please contact 
me so we can get one sent to you. We also have copies of the club by-laws available if you need one. 
 
  Remember, we have club stickers and magnetic decals for your tractors, or perhaps a club pin on button. These 
items are available at the meetings, the stickers are 1.00 each, the magnets are 2.50 each, and the buttons are 
1.00 each.   
 
  Finally, if you are one of our members that has not been able to come to a club meeting or event in the past year 
or two- please come and visit us at a meeting or event this year! We would like to see you, and we can always use 
a few more tractors in the parade!  
 
  I look forward to the upcoming season (and the warm weather)! See you at the April 13th meeting! 
 
Mike Polega 
Membership Director  
Great Lakes Antique Tractor Club 
 

http://www.greatlakesantiquetractorclub.org/


2019 Schedule of Events 
May 18th, 12 noon--Mackinac Bridge Crossing Rep Meeting 
 
May 27th, 11 AM, Line-up 9-10 AM--Buckley Memorial Day Parade 
 
June 8th, 1 PM--GLATC Summer Kickoff with our sponsors 
 
June ??- date to be determined: Samels Farm Event in Williamsburg 
 
July 2nd, 7 PM--Traverse City Heritage Parade 
 
July 4th, 10 AM, Line-up at 830 AM--Lake City Greatest Fourth in the North Parade 
 
July 4th, 2 PM--Fife Lake July 4th Parade 
 
July 20th, 11 AM, Line-up at 10 AM--Kingsley Heritage Parade 
 
July 18th thru 21st--West Branch Pioneer Power Tractor Show 
 
July 25th thru 28th--Walloon Lake Flywheelers Show 
 
August 3rd, 12 noon, Line-up at 930 AM--Elk Rapids Harbor Days Parade 
 
August 15th thru 18th--52nd Annual Buckley Old Engine Show 
 
September 6th--12th Annual Mackinac Bridge Crossing 
 
September ??--Acme Fall Festival--Date to be determined 
 
Tentative GLATC meeting schedule (any meeting date changes will be posted on our website and in the newsletter) 
 
April 13th, 530 PM 
 
May 11th, Board meeting 430 PM, Club Meeting/Potluck 530 PM 
 
June 8th, Summer Kickoff meeting with sponsors-- starts at 1 PM, organizers 11 AM 
 
July 13th, 530 PM 
 
August 10th, 530 PM 
 
September 14th, 530 PM 
 
October 12th, Board meeting 430 PM, Club meeting/Potluck/Elections 530 PM  
 



Hello everyone! 

  Crazy winter, huh? If you are like me, you're just glad its over with for the most part. One of my favorite 

times of the year is spring! Time to get out the toys and play! 

  Before you get too excited and start dragging out the tractors, now is a good time to think about your 
snow thrower. Why? Because now is a good time to tune it up, and just like you would prepare your sum-
mer time equipment for winter storage, your snow thrower needs to be prepared for its long deserved 

summer nap. This will give you piece of mind that come winter, your machine will be all set  

  I generally start with changing the oil and spark plug. All snow thrower engines usually take a good 
5W30 motor oil. Warm the engine a bit, then drain completely. Refill with fresh oil. Then, change the 
spark plug. You may not have to do this every year, depending on your circumstances. Look at the plug. 
If it is clean and looks like new, don't bother changing it. But if it is black, sooty, or nasty looking- change 
it. Next I grease any fittings that the machine may have. Some machines have fittings in the front on the 
auger shaft, some have a fitting on the front gear case itself. You usually don't need much more than a 
couple pumps of the grease gun. Many machines have no fittings at all, in which case, I spray penetrat-
ing oil on any pivot points. Machines having a chute controlled with a joystick- apply penetrating oil gen-
erously where the chute rotates on the plastic ring it sits on. DO NOT use grease- it gums up the chute 

and will cause you problems! Believe me, I have repaired a million of them.  

  Next step, tip the machine up on it's nose and remove the bottom inspection plate. Rodents love to 
make nests in this area, so it is important to check under this plate a couple times a year. Spray penetrat-
ing oil on the chains, gears, and the hex shaft that the friction wheel moves back and forth on. Wipe any 
excess oil off the rubber friction disc and the aluminum friction plate. Failure to clean oil off those will re-

sult in the drive slipping.  

  You're almost done. Snow throwers have no air filter to worry about. Check your shear pins to make 
sure they are intact and in place. NEVER use regular bolts as this can cause gearbox failure should you 
strike something hard. Inflate tires to proper pressure, clean off dirt/debris from the season. Check your 
belts and replace if needed. (that's an article for another time) Check your headlight if equipped to make 

sure it is working. 

  Last, but certainly not least, fill your fuel tank with fresh gas. Add a couple capfuls of Star-tron Enzyme 
fuel treatment to the gas. Start the engine and run for a couple minutes. You are now ready to put the 
machine away for the summer! 
  
  If you have a technical question you would like answered and featured in an "Ask the Pro" article, 
please email your question to Mike Polega, mwpolega@gmail.com. Thank you. 

mailto:mwpolega@gmail.com


Justin’s Die Cast Corner 
  
Hello and welcome to a fabulous new year of events here at the Great Lakes 
Antique Tractor Club! I have many interesting models I intend to share with you 
this year, so let's get things kicked off right. I will be making some adjustments 
to this article to streamline it, and to provide you with the most information possi-
ble. Also, new and hard to find models will be featured this year with my recent 
acquisition of a "Mamod Model TE1A Steam Tractor"! But look for that model in 
June. Without further hesitation, let us commence with reading my 4th issue of 
"Justin's Die Cast Corner. 
 
 ISSUE # 4: The John Deere 520 High-Clearance Tractor (2002 Two Cylinder 
Expo XII. Tractor was also once a piece of the late George Matevia's collection) 
Look for this tractor at the April Meeting! 
 
THE  ACQUISTION:  I received a package from Shirley Matevia in the mail after I had presented a speech to the 
club about my collection. After George's passing, and a lot of discussion, I received the package of tractors that had 
once been George's. I received a whole number of them along with a little note, and I will likely present each of 
them over the next few years. I thank Shirley, (and of course George) for everything you have provided the club 
with, and what you have provided me with! May George's collection live on! 
 
HISTORY: John Deere first produced the Model B back in 1935, which led to it's replacement, the Model 50, then 
the 520. The 520's production started back in 1956 with more options than it's predecessors. In 1958, this tractor 
would have set you back about $2,300. The production of the 520 ended in 1958 with the arrival of the John Deere 
model 530.  
 
PRODUCTION: As stated before, the production of the 520 lasted from 1956 to 1958. Over that time period, 13,000 
of these units were produced. The first serial number being "5200000", and the last being "5213189". However, little 
evidence shows that this variation of the 520 even existed. From any records, maybe 2-4 of these units were pro-
duced. Another idea could be that these tractors were ordered special this way from the factory. As for the die cast 
model itself, no real production numbers have been released. 
 
OPTIONS: These tractors were offered in the General purpose format, but could be purchased on row-crop or wide 
front as well. The 520 came with the option of power steering, standard all fuel,  a float ride seat, front end loader, 
hydraulics, and finally lights.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: Attachments that came for this tractor include, Front end loader, cultivator, and a 3-bottom plow. 
A drawbar was standard on this tractor, so you could pull hay wagons and various other trailers around the farm.  
 
CAPABILITIES: The model 520 was capable of handling a 3-bottom plow and was also capable of cultivating  up to 4 rows at a 
time.  With the option of the wide rear end as featured on this model, this tractor would have extended it's reach out to likely 6 
rows. This option was implemented to not harm crops when working in the field. The tractor would spread over these rows 
safely. The tractor at the time boasted a 16% power increase over the model 50.  



 

HORSEPOWER: The 520's horsepower was 25.63 HP at the drawbar, and 32.38 HP at the PTO/belt. 
 
SPECIFICATIONS: Engine: Bore/stroke: 4.6 x 5.50 inches. Air Cleaner: Oil Bath. Compression: 7:1. Rated RPM: 
1325. Firing Order: 1-2. Starter volts:12. Oil capacity: (Engine) 7 qts. Spark plug gap: 0.030 inches. Points gap: 
0.022 inches. Engine was a 2-cylinder,  4 valve, and a liquid cooled engine. Tractor weight: 4,960 lbs. (No attach-
ments) Wheelbase: 90 inches. Length of tractor: 132.75 inches. Height of Tractor: 83.325 inches.  18 gallon all-fuel 
capacity, manual brakes, 6-speed transmission, (6 forward and 1 reverse), dry disc clutch.  
 
SOURCES: www.tractordata.com, www.johnnypopper.com, www.wikipedia.org, and my general knowledge.  
 
WHERE TO GET GOOD MODELS: A little tip from me: if you also share the disease for these little tractors as 
much as the big ones much like me, then a good place to buy them is key. I always go to online sources such as 
eBay for mine, because you can find a good deal once in a while. I also check out dealers when buying mine. They 
offer a great selection. Another good place to look is at a flea market. They have soooo many die cast replicas at 
the Buckley Show, that I look there religiously. One that I have not personally checked out is an auction, or an es-
tate sale, but I heard they have a really good selection. I will be checking those out hopefully in the future. So, if you 
want to get your hands on a die cast replica, check out one of these sources! 
 
Got a die cast model you'd like showcased? Pull me aside at a meeting and I'll see if I have what you're looking for!  

http://www.tractordata.com/
http://www.johnnypopper.com/
http://www.wikipedia.org/


1937 John Deere Model A 
Unstyled, 446933   $5000 OBO 
 
1941 John Deere Model A 
Styled, electric start.  $4500. 
 
contact Shirley Matevia 
989-732-7136  

John Deere 2-14 Hydraulic Lift plow 
with rubber tires.  $350 
Call Dick Send: 231-267-5521 

Rebuilt Magnetos and Parts 
Larry Adams: 231-943-8666 

1952 John Deere G  $6500                            1936 John Deere A  $2500 
1949 John Deere D  $6500                             1937 John Deere A  $4500 
5 HP Economy stationary engine with cart  $2500  
Call Larry Adams:  231-943-8666 

Have something to sell? List it 

here.  It's easy!   Just email Jean 

@ jean_glatc@yahoo.com   

 Oliver 2 row Spring tooth cultivator. 
$200.00  Call Gerald Delancey: 
1-231-944-6967 

Craftsman 6.0 Horsepower pressure 
washer.  Wand, hose, nozzles & original 
owners manual included. 2400 PSI.    
Runs & works well. $175.00. Call Mike @ 
231-342-0426 

 



Our Advertisers/Sponsors 







Come see our new clothing department! 

Makers of Little Town Jerky, great 

meats and catering services. 




