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Message from the President
Hello fellow GLATC members!
First, I would like to apologize for the newsletter being later this month. We were holding off to see if the pictures from the 4th
of July challenge would be in so we could add them to the newsletter this month instead of August. I still have pictures coming
in, and we are in mid July at this point, so we needed to get this newsletter out. All the pictures from the 4th of July challenge
will be included in the August newsletter. A BIG THANK YOU out to those that participated in the challenge! There were many
impressive displays!
As many of you undoubtedly know, Covid-19 has effectively decimated our event schedule for the year. I just received word
that the Samel's Farm Harvest event in September has just been cancelled, which was one of the two events left on our schedule for the year. The other event is the Mackinac Bridge Crossing on September 11th. A final decision on whether the bridge
crossing will take place is scheduled to be made on July 22nd. Owosso Tractor is asking folks that have NOT signed up yet
and plan on participating to wait until the decision has been made on the 22nd. IF the bridge crossing event is decided to be a
go, you will be able to get signed up and the normal late fees that are imposed at this point in the process will be waived. Also,
the bridge rep meeting is scheduled to take place on July 25th. We have not heard what the plan is if it is decided to cancel the
crossing. We will let you know hopefully by the time the August newsletter comes out.
Just in case you have not heard yet, the Buckley Old Engine Show has also been cancelled for 2020. This is a big bummer for
anyone that frequents this show every year.
Our club has cancelled every membership meeting so far this year. It is highly unlikely that we will have a meeting in August
either. We will be monitoring the situation and making decisions on the September and October meetings and will keep you all
posted.
Finally, I hope everyone is staying safe, healthy, and keeping busy. Please remember to wear your mask when out in public
(now mandated by the governor).
If anyone has any questions or concerns, please contact me. If anyone has any questions on the bridge crossing, please contact Dave Snyder or Jerry Russell.
Mike Polega
President
Great Lakes Antique Tractor Club

UPDATE: We were notified today that the Mackinaw Bridge Crossing has been
cancelled due to Covid 19.

2020 Calendar of Events
as of July 17, 2020
.
NORTHERN MICHIGAN ANTIQUE FLYWHEELERS CLUB JULY 23 - 26
WALLOON LAKE SHOW

STATUS: Cancelled

KALKASKA COUNTY FAIR AUGUST 05

STATUS: Cancelled

WELLINGTON ANTIQUE TRACTOR & ENGINE SHOW AUGUST 08 - 10

STATUS: Cancelled

ALPENA ANTIQUE TRACTOR & ENGINE SHOW AUGUST 7, 8, & 9
As of board action on July1. Subject to change depending on
Executive order issued.

STATUS: Remains scheduled

NORTHWEST MICHIGAN FAIR AUGUST 9 - 15

STATUS: Cancelled

PORT ONEIDA FAIR EMPIRE AUGUST 7 - 8
PRESERVE HISTORIC SLEEPING BEAR

STATUS: Cancelled

BUCKLEY OLD ENGINE SHOW AUGUST 13 - 16

STATUS: Cancelled

ELK RAPIDS HARBOUR DAYS GRANDE PARADE AUGUST

STATUS: Cancelled

SPRINGFIELD PARKS & RECREATION TRACTOR SHOW AUGUST 20

STATUS: Cancelled

KINGSLEY HERITAGE FESTIVAL AUGUST 27 - 29

STATUS: Cancelled

BLANCHARD AREA PARKS & RECREATION
MILLPOND STEAM & GAS SHOW AUGUST 28 - 30

STATUS: Cancelled

MACKINAC BRIDGE CROSSING SEPTEMBER 11, 2020

STATUS: Cancelled

ACME FALL FESTIVAL SEPTEMBER

STATUS: Cancelled

SAMELS FARM HARVEST DAYS SEPTEMBER 20

1:00 - 4:00

STATUS: Cancelled

Justin’s Die Cast Corner
Welcome back fellow club members! Things are looking not-so-peachy again when it comes to this blasted virus, but we will
eventually get through this! So, with our July meeting being cancelled, that means yet another rerun. I really do miss sharing
tractor information as well as sharing my die cast collection with you all. I was looking forward to all of the neat tractors I was
going to share with you all, but now they will all likely have to wait until next year. Now, once again, get your reading glasses
ready for last July's edition of Justin's Die Cast Corner-with a little spice.
Justin's Die Cast Corner ISSUE # 14: ERTL Precision Key Series #2, The John Deere
Model G Tractor. By: Justin Polega
JOHN DEERE'S LETTER SERIES: John Deere's first actual lineup of tractors that followed some sort of chronological order was their letter series. They experimented with
the model "GP" after the initial production of the model "D" tractor. They really got things
sorted out with the introduction of the model "A" back in 1934. Then came the model "B",
and even a model "C", which are extremely rare. Of course then there's the "D", "G","H",
"L", "M", and model "R". Different variations of those models also existed, but those were
the base models. Ex. The model "AO" or the "AR". The model "G" was introduced in 1937
after the "A" and "B" tractors. Originally, the model "G" was named the Model "KX" when
it was in its developmental stages. It was later named the Model "F", but Deere realized
International was already using the "F" series, so they just changed it to the Model "G."
The model G was Deere's biggest row crop tractor at the time, to suit the big farms that
needed a bigger tractor. The initial design of all of the early letter series tractors were all
"unstyled". That meant that there was no real grille protecting the radiator and it lacked
the comfort that the styled models had. There were some "High Radiator" tractors and some "Low Radiator" tractors that offered different coolant carrying capacity and a slightly different look. Overheating was a problem with the "Low Radiator" tractors, so that design didn't last as long. Deere then came out with the bigger radiator in 1938 along with a larger upper radiator
tube to alleviate the overheating issue. In 1942, a six-speed transmission replaced the original four-speed transmission. The
term "Unstyled" is technically past tense because before styled models of the "G" came out in 1942, the tractors had no style
name assigned to them. All model G tractors came from the factory with an engine that burned kerosene. These tractors were
known as the "All Fuel Tractors." Another interesting thing about the Model "G", is when the styled version of it came out in
1942, they were renamed the model "GM" to get around the dilemma of not being able to add a new six-speed transmission in
place of the four-speed transmission. WWII was occuring at the time, and the war board prohibited any price increases, so
Deere fooled the board by creating the "GM" to make it look like it was a completely different tractor, all so Deere could put in
the new six-speed transmission. The "GM" still had the pan-like seat of the older models, but otherwise it looked completely
different than the "unstyled" models. After the war however, the name was reverted back to the model "G" in 1947. In that
same year, the tractor went through some revisions that included adding electric start, adding an armchair style seat, the RollO-Matic front end became an option, a split front pedestal became available, allowing the "GN" and "GW" model variations to
be introduced. Lastly, John Deere tidied up the design of this tractor.. An interesting design note is that the model G did not
receive the full flywheel cover that the styled A's and B's got. The G went with an exposed flywheel. The final product looks like
the picture above. Other variations of the model "G" existed as well such as the "GN", "GW", and the "GH" The "GN" had a
single front wheel, the "GW" had a wide front, and the "GH" was a high-crop version of the "G".
PRODUCTION: The production of the Model "G" lasted from 1937 to 1953 when it was replaced by the model "70". Total production numbers for the G, styled and unstyled were 31,913. 1,522 model GN models were built, 4,666 GW models, and the
most rare was the "GH" which only 235 of those were produced. The first serial number on the first G produced was "1000"
The last serial number on the last model G was "63138." The G would have set you back $2,600 back in 1953.
USES ON THE FARM: The model G was great for anything a farmer wanted to do with it. The farmer could plow, plant, harvest, (corn/hay/cotton etc.) cultivate, thresh wheat, run any implements that ran off a belt, and pull wagons.
CAPABILITIES: The Model G could handle plowing with a 3-bottom plow and cultivating multiple rows at a time. The G had
more overall horsepower than the Model A and the Model B, so therefore was able to complete harder jobs on the farm.

SPECIFICATIONS: The G boasted a horsepower of 20.7 HP at the drawbar, and 31.4 at the belt. The horsepower didn't
change much over the entire span of the G's production. All of the ratings listed above were Deere's claimed horsepower
ratings. The next ones are the tested results of a model G (according to TractorData.com). Drawbar: 34.5 HP. Belt: 38.1 HP.
The engine was a two-cylinder, liquid cooled, 6.8L 2-cycle all-fuel engine. The carrying capacity for fuel was 17 gallons. Aux
Fuel carrying capacity was 1.5 gallons. The hydraulic fluid carrying capacity was 1.25 gallons. The tractor weighs in at an
astounding 5,300 lbs! The rear tire size is 12-38, front tire size is 6.00-16. The transmission originally had a four-speed in it
but was later changed to a six-speed as previously mentioned. That is 6 speeds forward, and 1 reverse. The clutch is a drydisc style clutch that is hand operated. The electrical system features a 6-volt system with a starter generator.
DIE CAST MODEL FEATURES: The die cast model is part of ERTL"s "Precision Key Series" lineup. It is the second in the
series and costs generally around $120 to $200. The model features a special key fab as well. As far as the detail goes, it is
very ubiquitous. There are gears on the flywheel if you look closely, the brake pedals are spring loaded, the seat is cushy,
there is a screen on the inside of the grille just like the real thing. There is even an actual gearbox inside the model that allows it to steer like an actual tractor (most other die cast models don't steer like that), it features authentic graphics, valve
stems on the wheels,
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