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Message from the President 

  
    Hello fellow GLATC members! 
 
 
  As you should already know, this month is our annual summer kick off meeting on June 8th. The club will be providing ham-
burgers and hot dogs and the members will be bringing a dish to pass. The event will begin at 1 pm. This year, we have also 
invited our sponsors to join us. An invitation has been sent out to all the sponsors. We are asking all sponsors AND members 
that plan to attend to RSVP. Please contact me via email or phone for the RSVP. This is so we can gauge how much food we 
need to purchase. Please contact me as soon as possible! We will have food, a nice prize drawing, our regular meeting, and 
there will be some tractors there to see! More on this later in the newsletter. Hope to see you all there!  
 
  We are progressing further into the summer, and the 4th of July is quickly approaching. We have several parades including 
the Traverse City Heritage, Lake City Greatest Fourth in the North, and Fife Lake 4th of July. Please come out and help show 
off our club and your tractors! 
 
  The Mackinaw Bridge Crossing registration process is still going on. If you plan to cross the bridge in September, please get 
your registration completed. Please contact Dave Snyder or Jerry Russell if you need assistance getting signed up. 
 
  Finally, I would like to welcome a couple new members to our club- Loy Putney from Frankfort, MI, and Max and Deb Kessler 
from Beulah, MI. Glad to have you on board!! I look forward to meeting you!  
 
  I look forward to seeing you all at the upcoming summer kick off meeting and parades! Everyone be safe in your summer 
travels and activities! 
 
 
Mike Polega 
President 
Great Lakes Antique Tractor Club 

 



2019 Schedule of Events 
June 8th, Summer Kickoff meeting with sponsors-- starts at 1 PM, organizers 11 AM 
 
June ??- date to be determined: Samels Farm Event in Williamsburg 
 
July 2nd, 7 PM--Traverse City Heritage Parade 
 
July 4th, 10 AM, Line-up at 830 AM--Lake City Greatest Fourth in the North Parade 
 
July 4th, 2 PM--Fife Lake July 4th Parade 
 
July 13th, 530 PM    July meeting 
 
July 18th thru 21st--West Branch Pioneer Power Tractor Show 
 
July 25th thru 28th--Walloon Lake Flywheelers Show 
 
August 3rd, 12 noon, Line-up at 930 AM--Elk Rapids Harbor Days Parade 
 
August 10th, 530 PM    August Meeting 
 
August 15th thru 18th--52nd Annual Buckley Old Engine Show 
 
August 24, Liine-up @ 10:00; parade at 11:00; Kingsley Heritage Parade 
 
September 6th--12th Annual Mackinac Bridge Crossing 
 
September 14th, 530 PM   September Meeting 
 
September 28, 2019—Acme Fall Festival 
 
October 12th, Board meeting 430 PM, Club meeting/Potluck/Elections 530 PM  
 
(See the next page for more details on events in June) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 
CLUB EVENTS FOR JUNE 2019 

 
  ANNUAL PICNIC 

 
The club will host a barbecue picnic for our members, sponsors, and supporters.  It is on Saturday, June 08, 2019 begin-
ning at 1:00 PM.  It will be held at the Union Township Hall, 5020 Fife Lake Road. 
In addition to a lot of good food, there will be drawings for a number of prizes.  Some of the members will be bringing 
their tractors to exhibit. 
 
The only thing you may want to bring is a lawn chair or two.  Please RSVP to Mike Polega to let him know you are com-
ing (yes, even club members).  He can be reached at 231-577-1272 or e-mail at mwpolega@gmail.com.   
 
To get to the picnic there are several approaches.  Coming from Traverse City:  Hammond Road east. 
From 4 Mile Road, proceed east 1 mile to the Hammond Road/High Lake Road Y.  Take the right leg of the Y on to High 
Lake Road.  Drive .5 mile to the intersection of High Lake Road and Supply  Road.  Turn left on Supply Road and drive 
9.8 miles to Fife Lake Road.  Turn right (south) on Fife Lake Road and go 3.0 miles to the intersection of Cedar Creek 
Road.  On the southwest corner of the intersection is Union Township Hall, 5020 Fife Lake Road. 
 
Coming south from Kalkaska on US - 131 look for the intersection with Fife Lake Road at the blinking lights.  On the 
northeast corner of the intersection is the Forest Area Credit Union.  On the southeast corner is the Family Dollar 
store.  Turn right (north) and drive 1.7 miles to the Union Township Hall. 
 
And, here it comes  -- the challenge from the south coming through the traffic circle construction. 
Northbound on US - 131 to the intersection of US -131 and M - 113 where the barricades will tell you to turn left on M- 
113.  Drive 4.2 miles to the stop light intersection with M - 186.  Turn right on M - 186 and drive to the temporary curve 
around the traffic circle construction to northbound US - 131. M - 186 ends at US - 131.  Follow US - 131 north to the Fife 
Lake Road intersection (described above) and turn left. (After this one, you can likely claim to be road rally qualified) 
 
If you are coming through Kingsley on M - 113:  From the 4 way stop in downtown Kingsley, follow 
M - 113 to the traffic light intersection of M - 186.  Turn left and proceed to the traffic circle 
construction.  Follow US - 131 north to the Fife Lake intersection.   
 
                                                                    ROAD TRIP 
 
Not a GLATC event.  The AuSable Valley Engine and Tractor Show is being held on Saturday and 
Sunday, June 22nd and June 23 in Mio.  It will be hosted on the grounds of the 
Oscoda County 
Fairgrounds.  The fairgrounds may be reached by going north on Caldwell Road 
from M -33. 
The address it 1889 Caldwell Road.  It is between Mio and Fairview. 
 

The gate fee is $3.00 per person with children under 12 free.  The hours are from 
9:00 - 6:00. 
There will be a tractor parade, swap meet, flea market, and craft vendors.   

 

 
 



Who:  All members and GLATC Sponsors 
 

When:  Saturday, June 8, 2019 

 
Where:  Union Township Hall;  5020 Fife Lake Rd, Fife Lake, MI 

 

What:  Burgers, hot dogs, potluck dishes and desserts prepared by  
            our Members.  

 

Extras:  Coffee and lemonade will be provided.  Feel free to bring 
              any non-alcoholic beverages of your own and the usual 

              dish to pass (members). 

  
RSVP:  All members and sponsors please RSVP number of people           

             attending by May 25, 2019. 

 
 RSVP to:  Mike Polega…… home…...231-577-1272 

                                               cell……. 231-342-0426 

                                               E-mail…..mwpolega@gmail.com 



Justin’s Die Cast Corner 

Hello All! Welcome to a very special issue of Justin's Die Cast Corner! This month is the 3rd annual Summer 
Kick off meeting and I hope you all can make it to see all of the amazing things that will happen this year! Be-
fore I get started, I would like to thank Greg Hansmeier so very much for the beautiful display cases and the 
material you sent in the mail! Thanks SO much!   
Justin's Die Cast Corner ISSUE # 6: The Mamod Model TE1A Traction Engine By Justin Polega 
WHAT IS STEAM POWER? When steam is built up in a steam engine, the pressure from the steam pushes 
the piston back and forth in the cylinder, which moves the crank and the flywheel all at the same time. This 
power is then used for work. 
 
 
BRIEF HISTORY OF STEAM:  The very first crude design of a steam engine was actually invented back in 
1698 by Thomas Savery of England. This steam engine was designed to pump water of of coal mines. Fast-
forwarding to the 1800's, steam was becoming more popular. Farmers wanted something other than an animal to work with, and they wanted 
a machine that ran under it's own power to do jobs around the farm. Thomas Aveling was actually the one to come out with the design of the 
Steam Traction engine in 1858. Their initial designs were just an engine on a cart that had to be hauled around with an animal of some sort. 
After awhile, they implemented gears into the engine and placed wheels big enough to support the engine on the new designs. Steam was 
extremely useful for threshing and plowing on the farm, but steam was not just isolated to jobs on the farm. The introduction of the Railroad. 
George Stephenson and his son Robert were the inventors of the first steam locomotive. Steam powered everything was popular during the 
1800's and early 1900's. As far as the best manufacturer's for steam traction engines, one of them is J.I. CASE. They produced the most 
steam traction engines of any other company out there at that time making steam engines. 
 
HISTORY OF MAMOD: This company is famous for making live toy steam engines  in various forms such as stationary engines, traction 
engines, Mamod workshop pieces(run off the engine) and locomotives. The company was founded in 1937 in Birmingham UK by Geoffrey 
Malins. Since then, the company headquarters is now based out of Smethwick, Warely UK. The company is still very much around today 
selling engines and parts/accessories for their engines. To order an engine or a part, you just go to their website which is mamod.co.uk. You 
can even send your engine directly to MAMOD and have it repaired.  
 
STEAMING UP YOUR ENGINE: To build up steam in any steam engine, including the model ones, there is a procedure to follow. First, you 
examine your engine for cracks, leaks or anything that might harm the engine or anybody around it. For full size engines, cleaning out the 
Flues after so long is needed. The flues are part of the steam engine's exhaust system and if they are not properly cleaned, can cause coal/
soot buildup and possibly catch fire. Other engines might have a double chimney, which doesn't require cleaning flues because they don't 
have flues. After that, fill your boiler with the appropriate amount of water. On my model engine I usually used preheated water to fill it up. To 
do that, you remove the overflow plug from the back of the engine and fill the boiler until water comes out the back. Then, I must screw the 
pressure relief valve back in as well as the overflow plug. Oiling the engines pivot points and cylinders is next to make sure proper lubrication 
occurs. After that, you are ready to fuel up. My engine is equipped with a Methylated Spirit (denatured alcohol) Tray burner, so I fill it up with 
denatured alcohol. Large steam engines often run on wood, coal, or even butane fuel for new engines that have been converted. Once steam 
is up, look at your gauge on a larger engine, but for mine  you blow the whistle and pop the flywheel over. On large engines, a lever is moved 
and various methods of spinning the flywheel to start it are used. Larger engines take up to 4 hours to steam while mine takes up to 10 min-
utes with cold water. 
 
STEAM ENGINE CAPABILITIES:  A full size steam engine is capable of plowing with a multi-bottom plow with the number of bottoms de-
pending on the size of the traction engine. An  range of horsepower for average Steam traction engines (since I couldn't find definite num-
bers) is 40 to 110 HP. The Steam engine was also used quite widely for threshing. Threshing was separating the edible part of the grain from 
the husks of the plant, which was done by a machine that revolves. The machine can be powered by animal, or later on a steam engine or a 
regular tractor were used. A full size steam engine weighs on average around 25,000 lbs! My engine can move under it's own power, and 
power numerous pieces of little equipment all at once. Those pieces are also produced by Mamod. I have added pieces to my engine like 
rubber tires, and a new drive band so it will move by itself.  
SOURCES: www.google.com, www.wikipedia.com, steam engine book, my general knowledge. 
 
Look for this engine at the June 2019 meeting! If around this engine while steam is up, please do not touch. Feel free however to look through 
any promotional material that I have with me or my Die Cast price guide book.  
 
Got one you'd like showcased? Pull me aside at one of the meetings and I'll see if I have what you want shown. I would write about the model 
and show it off at the next meeting! 

http://mamod.co.uk/
http://www.google.com/
http://www.wikipedia.com/


 
Craftsman 6.0 Horsepower pressure 
washer.  Wand, hose, nozzles & 
original owners manual included. 
2400 PSI.    Runs & works well. 
$175.00. Call Mike @ 
231-342-0426 

John Deere 2-14 Hydraulic Lift plow 
with rubber tires.  $350 
Call Dick Send: 231-267-5521 

Rebuilt Magnetos and Parts 
Larry Adams: 231-943-8666 

1952 John Deere G  $6500                            1936 John Deere A  $2500 
1949 John Deere D  $6500                             1937 John Deere A  $4500 
5 HP Economy stationary engine with cart  $2500  
Call Larry Adams:  231-943-8666 

Have something to sell? 

List it here.  It's easy!   

Just email Jean @ 

jean_glatc@yahoo.com   

 Oliver 2 row Spring tooth cultivator. 
$200.00  Call Gerald Delancey: 
1-231-944-6967 

 



Our Advertisers/Sponsors 







Come see our new clothing department! 

Makers of Little Town Jerky, great 

meats and catering services. 




