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Please Note… 
 Next meeting: July, 11, 2020 
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ATTENTION: There will be NO June-
meeting. July meeting may be sub-
ject to change also.  



Message from the President 

 Hello fellow GLATC members! 
 
  Well, where do I start? On the good end of things, the weather has finally improved and it is nice to be outside. 
The bad part is- this pandemic has pretty well wiped out most of the events on our schedule for the year. The com-
plete schedule of events is listed later in the newsletter. Here is what we know at this point: 
 
  The Fife Lake 4th of July parade, the Mackinac Bridge Crossing in September, and the Samel's Farm Harvest 
Day's event in September are the 3 events still scheduled to happen as of this writing. There are several more like 
Wellington and Pioneer Power that we still don't know about. The parade in Fife Lake for the 4th of July has been 
cancelled, however the fireworks are still on the schedule. The schedule of events will continue to be updated on 
the club website and in the newsletter each month. We will keep you posted the best we can.  
 
  As many of you know, our club usually runs in the Buckley Memorial Day Parade. Since the event was cancelled, 
a few of us members decided to put on a tractor display at our houses. Some pics have been included in this edition 
of the newsletter and on the club website! Check them out! 
 
  I would like to ask all of our club members to please keep Shirley Matevia and her family in your thoughts and 
prayers. Shirley is battling serious health complications. Her and her husband George have been GLATC members 
since the very beginning.  
 
  Finally, the board of directors has voted to cancel the membership meeting scheduled for Saturday, June 13th due 
to the on going pandemic. We will be watching closely as the state continues to open things up and we hope to 
possibly resume our meeting schedule in July. Stay tuned for updates. 
 
  I hope everyone is staying healthy and safe. Enjoy the nice weather we are finally getting!  
 
Mike Polega 
President  
Great Lakes Antique Tractor Club   

 
 

 



2020 Calendar of Events 

 as of May 21, 2020 

Take pity on all the guys that have for a while said to their wives that they would fix something when they 
have time. 
 
The following is the listing of events for the summer of 2020 and the status, if known: 
 
BUCKLEY MEMORIAL DAY PARADE     MAY  25, 2020 
     STATUS: Cancelled 
 
BUCKLEY OLD ENGINE SHOW SPRING SWAP MEET 
     STATUS:  Cancelled 
 
PIONEER POWER ANTIQUE TRACTOR GAS & ENGINE SHOW   JUNE 
     STATUS:  Unknown 
 
AU SABLE VALLEY ENGINE & TRACTOR CLUB   JUNE 27 - 28 
     STATUS:  Cancelled 
 
LAKE CITY BIGGEST 4TH IN THE NORTH   JULY 04 
     STATUS:  Cancelled 
     Fireworks remain on the schedule 
 
FIFE LAKE 4TH OF JULY PARADE   JULY 04 
     STATUS:  Cancelled. Fireworks remain on schedule. 
 
NORTHERN MICHIGAN ANTIQUE FLYWHEELERS CLUB   JULY 23 - 26 
     WALLOON LAKE SHOW 
     STATUS:  Remains scheduled 
 
KALKASKA COUNTY FAIR   AUGUST 05 
     STATUS:  Cancelled 
 
WELLINGTON ANTIQUE TRACTOR & ENGINE SHOW   AUGUST 08 - 10 
     STATUS: Unknown  
 
ALPENA ANTIQUE TRACTOR & ENGINE SHOW  AUGUST 7, 8, & 9 
     STATUS:  Unknown 
 
NORTHWEST MICHIGAN FAIR   AUGUST 9 - 15 
     STATUS:  Remains scheduled 
 



PIONEER POWER   WEST BRANCH   JULY 16 - 19 
     STATUS:   Unknown 
 
PORT ONEIDA FAIR   EMPIRE   AUGUST 7 - 8 
     PRESERVE HISTORIC SLEEPING BEAR 
     STATUS:  Cancelled 
 
BUCKLEY OLD ENGINE SHOW   AUGUST 13 - 16 
     STATUS:  Cancelled 
 
ELK RAPIDS HARBOUR DAYS GRANDE PARADE   AUGUST 
     STATUS: Cancelled 
 
SPRINGFIELD PARKS & RECREATION TRACTOR SHOW   AUGUST 20 
     STATUS:  Cancelled 
 
KINGSLEY HERITAGE FESTIVAL   AUGUST 27 - 29 
     STATUS:  Cancelled 
 
BLANCHARD AREA PARKS & RECREATION 
     MILLPOND STEAM & GAS SHOW   AUGUST 28 - 30 
     STATUS:  Unknown 
 
MACKINAC BRIDGE CROSSING   SEPTEMBER 11, 2020 
     STATUS:  Remains on schedule as of May 21 
 
ACME FALL FESTIVAL   SEPTEMBER 
     Unknown organizational status 
 
SAMELS FARM HARVEST DAYS   SEPTEMBER 20     1:00 - 4:00 
     STATUS:   Remains on schedule 
 
Has anyone ever borrowed something from you and did not return it?  Now would be the 
time to go get it back.  They should be home. 
 
Greg Hansmeier 

Calendar of Events, continued. 



 

Hello all GLATC members!  
I greet you with some bad news, as we will not be having our June meeting in its regular form. That means, once 
again, my article will be a rerun of last June's article, since I cannot continue on with new ones. Oh well. I do hate to 
say this, but I am making the difficult decision to only have reruns in the newsletter until further notice, or until 
a  normal sanctioned meeting is scheduled for the first time this year. The "Sandbox Series" will have to wait until 
then. I do wish to send my thoughts and prayers to Shirley Matevia. I thank you 
for all you have done for the club, and once again for all of the diecast tractors 
you have provided me with. We are all thinking of you! With all of the business 
out of the way, get your reading glasses ready for last June's issue of  Justin's 
DieCast Corner, with a little spice added to it.  
 

Justin's Die Cast Corner  ISSUE # 13:  The MAMOD Model TE1A Steam Traction En-
gine. By Justin Polega (Originally ISSUE # 6) 
WHAT IS STEAM POWER? When steam is built up in a steam engine, the pressure from 
the steam pushes the piston back and forth in the cylinder, which moves the crank and 
the flywheel all at the same time. This power is then used for work. 
 
BRIEF HISTORY OF STEAM:  The very first crude design of a steam engine was actu-
ally invented back in 1698 by Thomas Savery of England. This steam engine was de-
signed to pump water out of coal mines. Fast-forwarding to the 1800's, steam was be-
coming more popular. Farmers wanted something other than an animal to work with, and they wanted a machine that ran un-
der its own power to do jobs around the farm. Thomas Aveling was actually the one to come out with the design of the Steam 
Traction engine in 1858. Their initial designs were just an engine on a cart that had to be hauled around with an animal of 
some sort. After a while, they implemented gears into the engine and placed wheels big enough to support the engine on the 
new designs. Steam was extremely useful for threshing and plowing on the farm, but steam was not just isolated to jobs on the 
farm. The introduction of the Railroad. George Stephenson and his son Robert were the inventors of the first steam locomotive. 
Steam powered everything was popular during the 1800's and early 1900's. As far as the best manufacturer's for steam trac-
tion engines, one of them is J.I. CASE. They produced the most steam traction engines of any other company out there at that 
time making steam engines. 
 
HISTORY OF MAMOD: This company is famous for making live toy steam engines  in various forms such as stationary en-
gines, traction engines, Mamod workshop pieces(run off the engine) and locomotives. The company was founded in 1937 in 
Birmingham UK by Geoffrey Malins. Since then, the company headquarters is now based out of Smethwick, Warely UK. The 
company is still very much around today selling engines and parts/accessories for their engines. To order an engine or a part , 
you just go to their website which is mamod.co.uk. You can even send your engine directly to MAMOD and have it repaired.  
 
STEAMING UP YOUR ENGINE: To build up steam in any steam engine, including the model ones, there is a procedure to 
follow. First, you examine your engine for cracks, leaks or anything that might harm the engine or anybody around it. For ful l 
size engines, cleaning out the Flues after so long is needed. The flues are part of the steam engine's exhaust system and if 
they are not properly cleaned, can cause coal/soot buildup and possibly catch fire. Other engines might have a double chim-
ney, which doesn't require cleaning flues because they don't have flues. After that, fill your boiler with the appropriate amount 
of water. On my model engine I usually used preheated water to fill it up. To do that, you remove the overflow plug from the 
back of the engine and fill the boiler until water comes out the back. Then, I must screw the pressure relief valve back in as 
well as the overflow plug. Oiling the engine's pivot points and cylinders is next to make sure proper lubrication occurs. After 
that, you are ready to fuel up. My engine is equipped with a Methylated Spirit (denatured alcohol) Tray burner, so I fill it up with 
denatured alcohol. Large steam engines often run on wood, coal, or even butane fuel for new engines that have been con-
verted. Once steam is up, look at your gauge on a larger engine, but for mine  you blow the whistle and pop the flywheel over. 
On large engines, a lever is moved and various methods of spinning the flywheel to start it are used. Larger engines take up to 
4 hours to steam while mine takes up to 10 minutes with cold water. 
 

Justin’s Die Cast Corner 

http://mamod.co.uk/


STEAM ENGINE CAPABILITIES:  A full size steam engine is capable of plowing with a multi-bottom plow with 
the number of bottoms depending on the size of the traction engine. The  range of horsepower for average Steam 
traction engines (since I couldn't find definite numbers) is 40 to 110 HP. The Steam engine was also used quite 
widely for threshing. Threshing was separating the edible part of the grain from the husks of the plant, which was 
done by a machine that revolves. The machine can be powered by an animal, or later on a steam engine or a 
regular tractor. A full size steam engine weighs on average around 25,000 lbs! My engine can move under its 
own power, and power numerous pieces of little equipment all at once. Those pieces are also produced by Ma-
mod. I have added pieces to my engine like rubber tires, and a new drive band so it will move by itself.  
 
POST-STEAM UP ISSUES:  Last year when I steamed up this engine at the summer kickoff meeting, I had an 
issue making it move. The engine had only been steamed up a handful of times, and it had not yet moved under 
its own power. I had the original  drive band, but it was not good nor usable. So the engine was only just spinning 
and not moving the tractor itself. I had received two new drive bands prior to the meetings, so I installed one. As 
you could recall, the steam up was not as successful as I had hoped it to be. Once I got the engine home, I 
steamed it up once again and got it to move a bit more. I eventually got a little piece of abrasive cloth(Nowhere 
near as abrasive as sandpaper.) to clean the cylinder lining and the connecting rod/piston. I had to take the piston 
and everything out to clean it well, and I slathered it with oil going back together. I then steamed it up once again 
and got it to move a bit more. My guess is that since the engine has only been steamed up a handful of times, it 
needs to work itself in. That also might be why it's always leaked a bit of water when under a load. 
SOURCES: www.google.com, www.wikipedia.com, steam engine book, my general knowledge. 
 
Hopefully you all enjoyed reading this again, and I hope you enjoyed the little reflection with the post-steam up. I 
hope to resume with new articles soon, but there is no certainty that we will even have a meeting this year. 
Things look to be getting better, so I'd venture to say that we will have a meeting or two yet this year. Hopefully. 
Take care and stay safe everyone, and see you next time! 
 
 

http://www.google.com/
http://www.wikipedia.com/


Memorial Day Pictures 



Puzzler 

Answers on last page 



Our Advertisers/Sponsors 







Come see our new clothing department! 

Makers of Little Town Jerky, great 

meats and catering services. 



  

Answers to puzzler 
 
what tractor is green and very popular in america John Deere 
What type of tractor is red and popular in america Case IH 
what brand of equipment makes the challenger 1000 New holland 
what brand is based out of osaka japan Kubota 
what brand of vehicle also used to make tractors ford 
what type of swathers usually had ford engines versitile 
what year was catipillar founded 1925 
what type of fuel does a John deere 9530 use Diesel 
who founded john deere john deere 
when did case merge with international 1985 
who ownes case new holland Fiat 





Great Lakes Antique Tractor Club 
PO Box 203 

Fife Lake, MI 49633 

Check us out on the Web!
www.greatlakesantiquetractorclub.org 


