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Message from the President 

  
    
Hello fellow GLATC members! 
 
  As we continue to progress through all this Covid-19 stuff, we are still in the process of learning what events are 
being cancelled. At this point, things are not looking too good for the events we usually take part in up until July/
August time frame. Officially, we know the Lake City parade has been cancelled, and we are still trying to find out 
what Fife Lake is doing. We haven't found out anything (as of this writing) about the Buckley Memorial Day Parade, 
but it is a good bet this one will likely be cancelled as well. We will keep you posted as we learn more about these 
events and their status. I know this is tough for everyone, but hopefully we will be able to get out and show our stuff 
later on in the summer! Think positive! 
 
  Membership wise, we are currently at 48 members/families in our club. Last month, we welcomed Paul and Mel-
ody Anstett from Kingsley, MI. This month, I am happy to welcome two more new couples to our club- Bob and 
Susie Carson from Gerlaw, IL, and Harold and Linda Middleton from Benzonia, MI. Welcome to our club!! Please 
look for your member packets to arrive shortly! 
 
  I would like to ask all of our members to please keep the family of fellow member Bob Streit in our thoughts and 
prayers. Bob's wife Charlotte sadly passed away a couple of weeks ago. Our club made a donation in lieu of flowers 
to the Mesulam Center for Cognitive Neurology and Alzheimer's Disease at Northwestern University in Chicago. 
Charlotte's name will be added to our club's memorial board as well. Thank you to Sandy Boals for taking care of 
the arrangements!  
 
  With the order to stay at home continuing into May, now is a good time to get your tractors out and go over them to 
address any concerns, repairs, or maintenance they may need. Maybe a tune-up, oil change, fuel issue. They al-
ways seem to need some kind of attention. I finally solved a fuel issue I was having on one of my tractors. I drained 
out all of the fuel and took the outlet fitting off from the bottom of the tank. I found the body of a june bug stuck in-
side the fitting, restricting the flow of fuel. Imagine my surprise to find something like that!  
 
  May 25th is Memorial Day. I would like to wish all of our veterans and current military personnel well and thank 
them all for their service. Let us also remember the vets we have lost along the way and keep them all in our 
thoughts and prayers! 
 
  Finally, a couple of notes: Our club meeting scheduled for May 9th, 2020 has been cancelled. The next meeting is 
scheduled for June 13th, 2020. This date may change as well depending on the pandemic situation at that time. We 
will keep you posted. Updates are also being posted on our website www.greatlakesantiquetractorclub.org. I hope 
everyone is staying safe and healthy, and I hope to see you all sometime soon! If anyone has any questions or con-
cerns, feel free to email or call me.   
 
Mike Polega 
President 
Great Lakes Antique Tractor Club 
 
 

 

http://www.greatlakesantiquetractorclub.org/


Ask the Pro 

Hello Everyone!  
 
Another long winter behind us finally! One of my favorite times of the year is spring! Time to get out the toys 
and play! Before you get too excited and start dragging out the tractors, now is a good time to think about your 
snow thrower. Why? Because now is a good time to tune it up, and just like you would prepare your summer 
time equipment for winter storage, your snow thrower needs to be prepared for its long deserved summer nap. 
This will give you piece of mind that come winter, your machine will be all set and ready to go! 
 
  I generally start with changing the oil and spark plug. All snow thrower engines usually take a good 5W30 
motor oil. Warm the engine a bit, then drain completely. Refill with fresh oil. Then, change the spark plug. You 
may not have to do this every year, depending on your circumstances. Look at the plug. If it is clean and looks 
like new, don't bother changing it. But if it is black, sooty, or nasty looking- change it. Next I grease any fittings 
that the machine may have. Some machines have fittings in the front on the auger shaft, some have a fitting on 
the front gear case itself. You usually don't need much more than a couple pumps of the grease gun. Many 
machines have no fittings at all, in which case, I spray penetrating oil on any pivot points. Machines having a 
chute controlled with a joystick- apply penetrating oil generously where the chute rotates on the plastic ring it 
sits on. DO NOT use grease- it gums up the chute and will cause you problems! Believe me, I have repaired a 
million of them. 
 
  Next step, tip the machine up on it's nose and remove the bottom inspection plate. Rodents love to make 
nests in this area, so it is important to check under this plate a couple times a year. Spray penetrating oil on the 
chains, gears, and the hex shaft that the friction wheel moves back and forth on. Wipe any excess oil off the 
rubber friction disc and the aluminum friction plate. Failure to clean oil off those will result in the drive slipping. 
 
  You're almost done. Snow throwers have no air filter to worry about. Check your shear pins to make sure they 
are intact and in place. NEVER use regular bolts as this can cause gearbox failure should you strike something 
hard. Inflate tires to proper pressure, clean off dirt/debris from the season. Check your belts and replace if 
needed. (that's an article for another time) Check your headlight if equipped to make sure it is working. 
 
  Last, but certainly not least, fill your fuel tank with fresh gas. Add a couple capfuls of Star-tron Enzyme fuel 
treatment to the gas. Start the engine and run for a couple minutes. You are now ready to put the machine 
away for the summer! 
 
  If you have a technical question you would like answered and featured in an "Ask the Pro" article, please 
email your question to Mike Polega, mwpolega@gmail.com. Thank You! 

mailto:mwpolega@gmail.com


Hello everyone!  
 
I hope you are all staying healthy in this difficult time. As you know by now, our May meeting has been cancelled, but June is 
tentatively still happening. That means a change for this month's Die Cast Corner article. I will not be writing about anything 
new this month, instead I will be putting in an old one and spicing it up some. The "Sandbox-Series" should  resume next 
month providing that this virus allows our June meeting to happen. The virus has drastically changed all of our plans, and is 
even affecting small things like what I write about in this column. I sure hope I will be able 
to get last month's featured tractor into our next meeting, as well as another "Sandbox-
Series" tractor I will write about coming in next month's issue. So for now, get your read-
ing glasses ready for last May's edition of Justin's Die Cast Corner!  
Justin's Die Cast Corner  ISSUE # 13: ERTL Precision Series #6, The McCormick - Deer-
ing Farmall F-20. (Part 2) Written by: Justin Polega 
 
ADVERTISING SNIP-IT: (From the ERTL booklet) "The Farmall system of farming 
means the motorization of every farm job requiring power, whether drawbar, belt, or 
power take off. It means the speeding up of operations--- the saving of both time and 
labor in the harvesting of various crops and more leisure time for everyone connected 
with the farm. 
    Next in the Farmall system, the F-20 continued with great success. More power than 
the Farmall Regular and with the introduction of pneumatic (air) tires, farmers lost little 
time in upgrading their farms. Tractor versatility was important to farmers, and the F-20, 
with an adjustable front end, was the answer. With this one tractor, the farmer could ad-
just the width of the front tires for different row crop widths. Power farming with Farmalls made the difference in a successful 
farm."  
 
HISTORY: Before many attempts to compete with the Fordson Brand along with other brands such as John Deere, Cyrus Hall 
McCormick, inventor of the reaper and founder of the Harvesting Machine industry, and William Deering, the founder of the 
Deering Organization and the developer of the twine binder, merged to create "McCormick Deering." The name was later 
changed to International Harvester.Their first attempt at motorized farm machinery was the motorized cultivator, which was 
unsuccessful and died around 1920. In 1923, the International Harvester brand had settled on the name "Farmall" for their 
tractors. The Farmall "Regular" was then born. The Farmall Regular sold exceptionally well and kept the "Fordson Company" 
from owning a monopoly on the tractor industry. This tractor was around for the duration of the 1920's, but by the 1930's, Far-
mall was ready to come out with it's "F series." The first being the F-12, then the F-14, and then the F-20 and F-30 models. We 
will only stick with the F-20 for now. The F-20 was a more powerful, and more advanced version of the Regular, and the F-20 
also sold quite well. After the F Series, Farmall then came out with the iconic letter series from the A to the M. Also don't ex-
clude the Ws and whatnot. Production of the F-20 began in 1932, and ran until 1939. The paint scheme changed from gray to 
red on November 1, 1936. Some of the F-20 tractors were produced in early 1934 with the original "Farmall Regular's" rear end 
in them.  For the Die cast model itself, its production started in 1994 as part of the Ertl Case IH Precision lineup. 
 
PRODUCTION: Like stated before, production of the F-20 started in 1932, and ended in 1939. The first 
serial number was FA-501, and the final was FA-148810. 154,398 units were produced throughout it's 
production run. As for die cast production numbers, none are available. The real tractor would have set 
you back $1,000 back in 1936. The Die Cast model would cost around $75 average price nowadays. 
DIE CAST MODEL INFO: This highly detailed model was produced in 1994 by Ertl, and features realis-
tic decals, full die cast construction, plug wires, moving belt pulley, rubber tires, metal rims, wide front, 
steerable front end with actual gear inside gearbox, and spring loaded clutch. These models are still 
easy to find if you are looking for one. 
 
SOURCES: www.wikipedia.org, www.tractordata.com, ERTL precision series promotional booklet, and 
my general knowledge. 
 
 

 

Justin’s Die Cast Corner 
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http://www.tractordata.com/


 
 
Well, I hope you enjoyed this article! Look for issue #2 of the "Sandbox-Series" next month in a new 
issue. Both the Farmall 460 Diesel and next month's tractor will be at June's meeting (if we end up 
having it) in a spectacular two-tractor showing. If you missed last month's issue or any other past is-
sue, be sure to check it out while we are all cooped up. Stay Safe everyone and see you next month! 
 
SPECS: Horsepower:(Drawbar): 20.66  (PTO): 28.0. Wheelbase: 85 in. Weight: 4,400 lbs. Front Tire Size: 25x4. Rear Tire 
Size: 40x6. Engine RPM: 505. Brakes: Mechanical Band. Engine Details: 3.6 liter, 4 cycle, 4 cylinder, distillate fuel burning, 
liquid cooled vertical I- head, 3.75 inch bore, and 5 inch stroke, Firing order of 1-3-4-2, early coolant capacity of 40 qts, late 
coolant capacity of 29 qts. Rated Revolutions Per Minute:1,200.  Transmission info: Sliding gear type, 4 forward gears and 1 
reverse, and a 279.4mm mechanical dry disc clutch. Fuel capacity: 13 gallons of distillate fuel. Belt Pulley informa-
tion: Diameter- 14 in.  Width- 6.5 in. RPM- 654. Speed- 2395 ft/min. 
 
CAPABILITIES: This wide-front tractor was capable of handling a two-bottom plow. Cultivators were mainly available for row
-crop versions of this tractor, but could be applied to wide front tractors. An estimation for cultivating width would be 3-5 rows, 
no actual numbers are provided. It came standard with a drawbar and usually a belt pulley, so that enabled it to pull trailers 
and run any machine that ran off of a belt.  
 
CAPABILITIES: This wide-front tractor was capable of handling a two-bottom plow. Cultivators were mainly available for row
-crop versions of this tractor, but could be applied to wide front tractors. An estimation for cultivating width would be 3-5 rows, 
no actual numbers are provided. It came standard with a drawbar and usually a belt pulley, so that enabled it to pull trailers 
and run any machine that ran off of a belt.  
 
DIE CAST MODEL INFO: This highly detailed model was produced in 1994 by Ertl, and features realistic decals, full die cast 
construction, plug wires, moving belt pulley, rubber tires, metal rims, wide front, steerable front end with actual gear inside 
gearbox, and spring loaded clutch. These models are still easy to find if you are looking for one. 
 
SOURCES: www.wikipedia.org, www.tractordata.com, ERTL precision series promotional booklet, and my general knowl-
edge. 
 
Well, I hope you enjoyed this article! Look for issue #2 of the "Sandbox-Series" next month in a new issue. Both the Farmall 
460 Diesel and next month's tractor will be at June's meeting (if we end up having it) in a spectacular two-tractor showing. If 

you missed last month's issue or any other past issue, be sure to check it out while we are all cooped up. Stay 
Safe everyone and see you next month! 
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