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Message from the President 

 Hello GLATC members! 
 
  Well, another year has come and gone. We have had a very busy year-and it has been an amazing one! Thank you again to all the 
members that came out to show off their tractors and helped represent our club as we support the local parades and festivals! 
 
  The October meeting had really good turnout. We had a fabulous meal prepared by all the fine chefs within our club, then we held 
our annual elections. There is a complete rundown of the election results later in the newsletter. The highlight of the evening was the 
award presentation for 2018. I would like to put a big congratulations out to Jean Springberg (from 2017), Jill Shannon, Aymour Shan-
non, Jerry Russell, Greg Hansmeier, Dave Snyder, and Rose Send! These folks received a 2018 President's Award Plaque for their 
outstanding service and dedication to our club!  
 
  Another big discussion we had were some ideas and suggestions for 2019. Among them were the following: 1) Bring back a plow 
day  2) Set up a canopy booth at some of the county fairs to hand out membership information/sign people up  3) Possible news me-
dia exposure, maybe tie in to a possible charity drive  4) Invite all of our club sponsors to our annual summer kickoff event.  These are 
great ideas, and I would like to work on gathering input from any of you out there that may have ideas on any of these things, and 
folks that may be interested in being part of these ideas. You may contact me or any of our board members with ideas! We would love 
to hear from you! 
 
  I would like to thank all of our sponsors for their support of our club, and I invite all of our members to check out any of these spon-
sors for the services they provide! I look forward to working with all of our sponsors again for 2019! A big welcome to new sponsors 
World Auto and Truck Body Inc, ERA Greater North Properties, and S&L Maintenance Inc. (Larry Adams)!  
 
  Finally, I would like to share some personal thoughts as we near the end of 2018. I was very humbled at the last meeting with a 
heartfelt speech from my mom-Jean Springberg, and the standing ovation by the members afterward. I am so very happy to have all 
of your support, the positive feedback and kind words! I am honored to serve as your president and membership director, and I will 
continue to work very hard keeping our club moving forward and continually improving as we go! We have a wonderful, hard working 
team in our board of directors, and together with them we will make this happen! 
 
  A few reminders: This is the last newsletter for the season. Newsletters will begin again in April 2019. October was our last club 
meeting. Meetings will begin again in April 2019. Club dues are now payable thru December 31st, 2018. See membership page for 
details.  
 
  Everyone have safe travels to your winter destinations and during all the holidays! Happy holidays to everyone, and see you next 
year!  
 
 
Mike Polega 
President  
Great Lakes Antique Tractor Club 

 
                                                                      



Membership Corner 

 

Hello fellow GLATC members! 
 
  It is time once again to renew your membership with the club! Dues are payable right now thru December 31, 2018. If dues 
are not paid by December 31st, your membership will expire, and you may be required to reapply with applicable initiation fees. 
(as per club rules and regulations) We do not want that to happen, so PLEASE do not wait until the last minute!  
 
A few reminders: 
 
1) Dues are 20.00 per household. Please make checks payable to GLATC. 
 
2) Please mail dues checks to Mike Polega, 11895 E M55, Cadillac, MI  49601. Please do not send payments to the PO Box as 
it takes longer to get them processed. 
 
3) Reminder emails will go out to those that have email addresses on record with us in December. A courtesy phone call will be 
made mid December to those that have not renewed their membership by then. Please try to get your dues paid before mid 
December to save me from having to make a ton of calls. I would greatly appreciate it! 
 
4) If you want a paper copy of the newsletter sent to you in 2019, please remember to include an additional 10.00 with your 
dues to cover the printing/postage costs.  
 
5) Please let me know of any address, phone number, or email changes so your record can be updated.  
 
6) Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
7) We sign up members year round. If you know someone that wants to join, please contact me or visit our web-
site: www.greatlakesantiquetractorclub.org to download/print a club application. 
 
Thanks--Mike Polega, Director of Membership 
 

http://www.greatlakesantiquetractorclub.org/


 

 
 
50-50 Drawing Results for 10-13-2018 
 
$33.00 - Club 
$5.00 - Ted Boals 
$27.00 - Rose Send 
 
Door Prizes 
Jerry Russell donated a wall plaque with wood burning of our Club logo: won by Steve Larson 
Rose Send donated hand crocheted Christmas ornaments: won by Jill Shannon 
 
Special thanks to Justin Polega for selling tickets, and Shannon Polega for helping separate tickets. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sandra Boals, Club Treasurer 

 

 

 

50-50 Drawing Results 



Election Information 

There were three board seats up for election at October's meeting. Mike Polega, Sandy Boals, and Jerry Conrad. 
Mike Polega and Sandy Boals were seeking reelection, Jerry Conrad did not. The results were: 
 
Mike Polega- reelected for 3 year term by the members 
Sandy Boals- reelected for 3 year term by the members 
Greg Hansmeier- nominated and elected to 3 year term by the members 
 
  The Board of Directors then held a meeting to elect the club officers for 2019. The results are: 
 
President--Mike Polega 
!st Vice-President--Dick Send 
2nd Vice-President--Jill Shannon 
Secretary--Steve Larson 
Treasurer--Sandy Boals 
Membership Director--Mike Polega 
 
  The President then appointed or re-appointed people for the following positions: 
 
Newsletter--Jean Springberg 
Historian--Greg Hansmeier 
Bridge Crossing Reps--Dave Snyder and Jerry Russell 
Activity Coordinator--Greg Hansmeier 
Advertising Coordinator--AJ Shannon 
Website Coordinator--Jill Shannon 
Memorial Board--Sandy Boals 
Door Prize Drawing--Sandy Boals, Shannon Polega, Justin Polega 
 
Congratulations to everyone and thank you for serving and supporting our club!!! 



Charitable Donations 

Our club has decided to make the following donations for 2018: 
 
 
100.00 to Grand Traverse Veterans Coalition 
 
50.00 to Traverse Area Father Fred Foundation 
 
50.00 to Kalkaska Commission on Aging 
 



Justin’s Die Cast Corner 

  
Hello Everyone! Hope your autumn season is going well! Coming up here soon, 
whether we like it or not, is Thanksgiving and Christmas. We will have a lull in 
any club action for a few months, including the newsletter. That means no 
"Justin's Die Cast Corner" for a few months. Since that is the case, I will not be 
writing about one of my die cast collectibles this month, because we would all 
forget come April. Instead I will write about the one of the biggest die cast manu-
facturers in the world, The ERTL Company, Inc. Enjoy! 
                  
Justin's Die Cast Corner ISSUE 3: The ERTL Company, Inc. 
 
OVERVIEW: The ERTL brand is widely known around the entire world for 
manufacturing die cast toys/collectibles. They are based out of Dyserville, Iowa. 
This is the company that supplies most of, not all of, but most of my collection 
for tractors and cars. They are required by law to have special licensing from all of the companies they create rep-
lica models of their equipment. They started making these toys back in 1945, where children were astonished at the 
new toys that were coming out. ERTL is still in business today, in fact, as most of us would know, they are a multi-
million dollar company. They create tractors from all brands essentially, and cars also from pretty much any brand 
you can think of. They can cater to children younger than five, or cater to anyone five and up, including adults. To 
become this big, they've had to push out a lot of toys over the years and even buy out other companies to expand 
their territory. Now let's get into the specifics. This is actually more interesting than when you first hear about it. 
 
OWNERS:   ERTL was founded by Fred Ertl, Sr. back in 1945, since then, Fred Ertl, Jr. has been head of office and 
only members of the ERTL family have been in the head of office. 
 
BRANDS: As I mentioned earlier, ERTL  has many brands that they make model replicas out of. For tractors, they 
build replicas of John Deere, Oliver, Farmall, Ford, Case, New Holland, Allis Chalmers, Caterpillar, Minneapolis 
Moline, Massey Ferguson, and Massey Harris. For brands like Massey Ferguson, they are owned under the AGCO 
Company name now. For Cars, they make Chevrolet, Dodge, Ford, Lamborghini, Pointiac, GMC,  Jeep, Peterbilt 
trucks, Mack Trucks,  any car/truck including superhero cars for small children. In order to make these replicas, they 
must be licensed by the company to make something with that company's name on it.  
 
ACQUISITIONS:  The ERTL Company has acquired many different brands to expand it's territory and get it's name 
out in the world. Some of these brands are: SpecCast, Carter Tru Scale, Structo Stamped Steel, MPC model kits, 
and ESCI Model Kits.  
 
SERIES:    ERTL has produced many different series as far as tractors go. Back in 1990, ERTL started the Preci-
sion Classics Series and it lasted up until the late 90's. ERTL created 25 precision models from many different 
brands, all of which I listed above. They did not make all of the ones I listed, but they did make some of them. They 
have also made the Collectors Edition, Prestige Edition- (More recently), Precision Key Series, and Precision Elite 
tractors. I'm sure I missed some, but this company is huge, so I can only list so much. 

 

 
 

 



 
SOURCES: Wikipedia, my general knowledge. 
 
Well, I know this isn't my best article, but I came up with something to show in this newsletter. I hope you 
learned something here in this article and my previous ones as well. I will for sure be back next year with the 
newest articles about my die cast collection, and I'll be ready to show them off again at the meetings! I will 
have plenty of new material to show next year I'm sure, so stay tuned for that! That is going to conclude this 
issue of Justin's Die Cast Corner, look for my newest article come April, I wish you all safe travels, and a 
happy holidays! See you next year! 
 
Got a replica you want showcased? Pull me aside this April and we'll see if I have what you'd like pre-
sented.  

 



2018 President’s Awards 



1937 John Deere Model A 
Unstyled, 446933   $5000 OBO 
 
1941 John Deere Model A 
Styled, electric start.  $4500. 
 
contact Shirley Matevia 
989-732-7136  

John Deere 2-14 Hydraulic Lift plow 
with rubber tires.  $350 
Call Dick Send: 231-267-5521 

Rebuilt Magnetos and Parts 
Larry Adams: 231-943-8666 

1952 John Deere G  $6500                            1936 John Deere A  $2500 
1949 John Deere D  $6500                             1937 John Deere A  $4500 
5 HP Economy stationary engine with cart  $2500  
Call Larry Adams:  231-943-8666 

Have something to sell? List it 

here.  It's easy!   Just email Jean 

@ jean_glatc@yahoo.com   

 Oliver 2 row Spring tooth cultivator. 
$200.00  Call Gerald Delancey: 
1-231-944-6967 

Craftsman 6.0 Horsepower pressure 
washer.  Wand, hose, nozzles & original 
owners manual included. 2400 PSI.    
Runs & works well. $175.00. Call Mike @ 
231-342-0426 

 



Our Advertisers/Sponsors 





 




