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Message from the President 

 Hello everyone! 
 
  We are officially entering the fall season. The colors are starting to pop, days are getting shorter, and the temps 
are slowly falling. A chill is in the air!!  
 
  It has been a great summer for our club, with some new activities and some new faces joining us. We had a good 
many folks come out and participate in the various parades and shows, and our attendance has been good at the 
monthly meetings. As we roll into October, we have one of our most important meetings of the year coming up-- 
Annual elections!! More details on this later in the newsletter. 
 
  The Mackinaw Bridge Crossing was a success, with everyone making it across safely and together. Thank you to 
all that participated this year!! Also a big THANK YOU to Dave Snyder and Jerry Russell for their role as our bridge 
reps!!  
 
  October's meeting will begin with a Board of Directors meeting at 430 pm. The board will adjourn temporarily and 
the regular membership meeting will begin at 530 pm. We will have our potluck meal, followed by the door prize 
drawing. This will be followed by our annual elections. The board will meet again for the election of the club officers 
and appointed positions. After the elections, there will be an award presentation, followed by Justin's Die Cast Cor-
ner and tractor stories. This is our last meeting of the year, so please come join us!! 
 
  October also begins our annual renewal of membership dues. Please see me after the meeting to get your mem-
bership renewed. More details are listed in the Membership Corner later in the newsletter. 
 
 Just a couple reminders- the November newsletter will be the last one for the year, and will include all the October 
election results and award recipients. The newsletter will not resume until April 2019. There will also not be any 
more club meetings until April 2019.  
 
  I look forward to seeing you all at the meeting, Saturday, October 13th, 2018 at 530 pm, Board members have a 
meeting at 430 pm. Travel safe!! 
 
Mike Polega 
President 
Great Lakes Antique Tractor Club 
                                                                      



Membership Corner 

 

Hello fellow GLATC members! 
 
  Another year has flown by, and it is time once again to renew your club dues. Dues can be paid from October 
thru to December 31st. If dues are not paid by December 31st, your membership will expire as of January 1st, 
2019. Please do not wait until the last minute!! 
 
A few reminders: 
 
1) Dues are 20.00 per household. Please make checks payable to GLATC. 
 
2) Dues can be paid at the October meeting. After that, please mail your dues to: 
 Mike Polega, 11895 E M55, Cadillac, MI  49601. Please do not send payments to the PO box as it takes 
longer to get them processed. 
 
3) Reminder emails will go out to those that have email addresses on record with us in December. A courtesy 
phone call will be made mid December to those that have not  renewed their membership by then. Please try 
to get your dues paid before mid-December  to save me from making a ton of calls. I would greatly appreciate 
it!! 
 
4) If you want a paper copy of the newsletter sent to you in 2019, please remember to include an additional 
10.00 with your dues to cover the printing/postage costs. 
 
5) Please let me know of any address, phone number, or email changes so your record can be updated. 
6) Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
 Thanks--Mike Polega, Director of Membership 

 



 

 
 

The August 50-50 drawing results are:   
$15.00 to Club 
$12.00 1st prize to Al Szpek (Please ask Mike to check spelling for last name) 
$5.00 2nd prize to Steve Larson 
Door Prizes: red cap won by Jerry Russell, mini screwdriver set to Mike Polega 
Thanks to Justin Polega for selling 50-50 tickets, and Shannon Polega for separating the stubs. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sandy Boals, Treasurer 
 

 

The September 50-50 drawing results are: 
 
$10.00 to the Club 
$10.00 to Gerald Delancey 
$5.00 to Ted Boals 
 
Thanks to Justin Polega for selling tickets and helping with the drawing. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sandy Boals, Treasurer 
 

 

50-50 Drawing Results 



Election Information 

Annual Election time is here and will be held on October 13,2018.  Here are the details... 
 
There are three board seats up for reelection. They are as follows: 
 
1) Mike Polega 
2) Sandy Boals 
3) Jerry Conrad 
 
 
Mike Polega and Sandy Boals are seeking reelection, while Jerry Conrad's seat will be open. The members 
will nominate individuals to run for board seats. After all nominations are made, the members will then vote on 
individuals to fill the seats.  
 
 After the board seats are filled, the board will meet and elect the club officers- president, vice-president, 2nd 
vice-president, secretary, treasurer, and director of membership. Once the officer positions are filled, the presi-
dent will fill appointed positions- historian, bridge reps, activities coordinator, website coordinator, advertising 
coordinator, newsletter. 
 
  Once all positions are filled, membership meeting will begin again and all results will be read to the members. 



Justin’s Die Cast Corner 

  
Hello Everyone! This is my 2nd issue of Justin's Die Cast Corner in the Newslet-
ter! I hope you enjoy! 
 
HISTORY: The tractor shown above that I will be featuring at the  
October Meeting, is yet another green one. This is a John Deere Model "Spoker 
D". This Die Cast replica commemorates the 75th Anniversary of the John 
Deere Model D tractor.  This tractor presents excellent detail and fine craftsman-
ship. As for the replica, it is very heavy and is quite large compared to my other 
replicas. The Model D that John Deere produced, was one of their best selling 
tractors. However, their first one, the "Spoker D", was not so much a good 
seller. Since this was Deere's first actual tractor after buying out the "Waterloo 
Boy" company in 1918, this was their idea of quality. The bad part is, the spoked 
flywheel was dangerous to farmers who wore loose clothing and they got caught 
in the flywheel. They also had problems with front axles, and huge flywheels coming into devastating contact with 
each other due to incredibly short wheelbase. After poor sales numbers with this version of the Model D, it was 
pulled out of the showrooms and modified for better quality. Deere finally ended the Spoker D in 1926, when they 
introduced the Solid Flywheel model D, which sold much better. We'll get into production numbers next.  
 
 PRODUCTION:  The production of the Model D was very impressive. The production started on March 1st, 1923 
and lasted until July 3rd, 1953. Over 200,000 units were sold over this time period. As for the die-cast model itself, I 
don't know exactly how many of those units were produced, but I do know they are quite rare due to their high price, 
and few pictures on the internet.  
 
 USES ON THE FARM: Since the Waterloo Boy was designed to eliminate the need for steam powered tractors, 
when John Deere introduced it's own version of a tractor, it was an evolution. These tractors were much faster com-
pared to steam, and much more efficient. You could use a model D for just about anything, including plowing, using 
a disc, planting, harvesting, harrowing, anything that required a PTO (Power Take Off).These tractors were also 
equipped with a belt pulley, so they worked excellent for threshing; which was quite popular at the time. The bad 
part to farmers at this time, was that gasoline tractors were very expensive, and only wealthy farmers had one. 
Some farmers were still loyal to animal power.  
 SPECIFICATIONS:  Unstyled Model D engine specs:  Bore/Stroke: 6.50 x 7.00 inches (165 x 178 
mm). Compression:  3.91:1   Rated RPM: 800 (Revolutions per minute)  Firing Order: (Pretty Simple On these old 2
-cylinder engines) 1-2. The specs listed above are for the 1923-1926 model D's, so are the ones listed below. Fuel 
capacity:  Early Model D's held 18 gallons of fuel. Fuel types: These tractors had two fuel compartments: one for 
gasoline; and one for kerosene/low cost fuel. Weight of Tractor:  These tractors weighed anywhere from 4,090 lbs-
5,880 lbs! They were made of mostly cast-iron. Horsepower: Belt: 27hp. (Early D) Drawbar: 15hp. Wheels:  Most of 
these tractors were on steel, which of course added to the weight of the tractor, but they were available with rubber 
tires from the factory. 



SOURCES: Information Provided by: Google.com, TractorData.com, Wikipedia.org, Manitoba Agricultural 
Museum (ag-museum.com),  numerous John Deere info sites, and my general knowledge.  
 
 That concludes this Issue of Justin's Die Cast corner! Look for this die-cast tractor replica at the October 
2018 meeting, and my future articles! Hope to see you there!  
 
Got an idea you'd like showcased? Pull me aside at a meeting and I'll see if I have the model you're looking 
for!  

 

 

 

http://ag-museum.com/


Fun at the Buckley Engine 

Hi Bill Hecker! 

Mike & Justin Polega lining up for 

the “slow race”  (Justin won!) 

Larry Adams Gerald Delancey 

& his family 



The Parade 

Mike Polega 

Justin Polega 

Don Springberg 



Gerald Delancey 

Bill Hecker 

Steve Larson 

Looking good Guys! 



Mike Polega and Mom (Jean Springberg) 

Left to Right:  Keith Stewart, Dave Snyder, Bill Hecker, Mike Polega,     

Shannon Polega, Steve Larson, Don Springberg and Justin Polega (on tractor). 



Award won by the Club at the Elk Rapids Parade! 
Congratulations!! 

And the Winner Is…... 



1937 John Deere Model A 
Unstyled, 446933   $5000 OBO 
 
1941 John Deere Model A 
Styled, electric start.  $4500. 
 
contact Shirley Matevia 
989-732-7136  

John Deere 2-14 Hydraulic Lift plow 
with rubber tires.  $350 
Call Dick Send: 231-267-5521 

Rebuilt Magnetos and Parts 
Larry Adams: 231-943-8666 

1952 John Deere G  $6500                            1936 John Deere A  $2500 
1949 John Deere D  $6500                             1937 John Deere A  $4500 
5 HP Economy stationary engine with cart  $2500  
Call Larry Adams:  231-943-8666 

Have something to sell? List it 

here.  It's easy!   Just email Jean 

@ jean_glatc@yahoo.com   

 Oliver 2 row Spring tooth cultivator. 
$200.00  Call Gerald Delancey: 
1-231-944-6967 

Craftsman 6.0 Horsepower pressure 
washer.  Wand, hose, nozzles & original 
owners manual included. 2400 PSI.    
Runs & works well. $175.00. Call Mike @ 
231-342-0426 

 



Our Advertisers/Sponsors 





 


