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In This Issue… 
• Presidents message 
• Raffle Results for August 
• Events pages 
• T-shirts available for sale 
 
 

Please Note… 
• Pot luck is back! Please bring a 

dish to pass. 
• Please contact us with a list of the 

events you plan on participating in. 
• NEXT MEETING IS SEPT. 17TH, 

DUE TO BRIDGE CROSSING..  

“Restoring the past for the future” 



Message from the President 

Hello fellow GLATC members! 
 
  Well, August is just about behind us as I write this article. It has been a busy month with Elk Rapids, the Buckley Old 
Engine Show, and Kingsley. We still have a very busy month ahead for September with Manton, the Bridge Crossing, 
and Springfield Township. Things will be winding down after that, but we have a really nice event in October at Samels 
Farm in Williamsburg.  
 
  The Buckley Show was great this year, despite the fact that the big steam locomotive was broke down for the whole 
show. The weather was pretty good, the flea market had alot of good deals, and there were some new exhibits. Overall, 
our club had a really good turnout of tractor exhibits. Thank you to AJ and Jill Shannon, the Chilson family, Steve Larson, 
Keith Stewart, Gerald and Scott Delancey, Duke Elsner, Eric Repaal, Irvin Meachum, and Brandon Vanthof for coming 
out to join me and my family exhibiting tractors at the show! We actually ran out of room for our members, which we are 
working on a plan for next year to make sure all of our members are able to exhibit together as a group. More on that 
later. 
 
  The Bridge Crossing deadline has come and gone, and last I knew- we had 21 people scheduled to cross! Outstand-
ing!! I would encourage anyone who is new this year or otherwise has any questions- please call Dave Snyder and he 
will try to get you answers.  
 
  I would like to welcome a couple new members this month-- Scott and Arina Delancey from Tustin, MI, as well as David 
Mitchell and Heidi Kluster from Oak Harbor, OH!! Welcome to the club!! 
 
  Our club still has T-shirts for anyone that would like one. We have them at the club meetings, but we only have a limited 
number of them. If you cannot make the meetings, please feel free to contact myself or Sandy Boals. We can let you 
know if we have the size and color available for you! 
 
  IMPORTANT TO NOTE: The club meeting for September will be on the 17th, which is the third Saturday of the month. 
This is due to the Mackinac Bridge Crossing being on the 10th.  
 
  See you on the 17th! And remember- the meetings are potluck!! 
 
Mike Polega 
President 
Great Lakes Antique Tractor Club 



 

2022 Schedule of Events  

  
 

.                                                                 MANTON LABOR DAY PARADE 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 05, 2022 

LINE UP: 9:00 AM   PARADE:  10:00 AM 
 
Since I was sending out the addendum to the Kingsley Parade, it seemed to be an opportunity to get slightly 
ahead 
and send the information for the Manton Labor Day Parade. 
 
Manton can be accessed from Exit 191 from U.S. 131 to Business U.S. 131/M-42.  Turn west.  Hopefully I can 
clean this up from last year.  Proceed to the blinker light intersection. 
 
Turn right (north) and go to Fifth Street (just beyond Thirlby Auto Parts) and turn right.  Proceed to the point at 
which it turns to one way.  Make the right turn and park in the lot(s) immediately east of the alley.  The parade 
lines up on Fifth Street (along side of the school) and in the alley along the back of the school.  In the spirit of the 
'Ya'll Come' approach for this event, our group should find a space and just join the other events/vehicles line. 
 
The parade proceeds north on Business U.S. 131 to Main Street. The Shell station is on the southwest corner; 
the United Methodist Church is on the northeast corner.  The parade turns left(west) on Main Street.  The parade 
more or less ends at Indiana Street which is a little way up the hill( how is that for specificity?). 
 
There are a number of ways to get back.  One is to go south on Indiana 0.1 mile to South Street.  Turn east (left) 
on South Street to return to the school campus. 
 
  
                                           COMING EVENTS FOR YOUR CALENDAR 

  
Manton Labor Day Parade                                                                  Monday, September 05, 2022 
  
Mackinac Bridge Crossing                                                                Saturday, September 10, 2022 
  
Springfield Township Tractor Event                                                  September  TBD  
  
Acme Fall Festival                                                                             Discontinued due to lack of volunteers 
  
Samels Farm                                                                                      Sunday, October 09, 2022  1:00 - 4:00 
                                                                                                           Confirmed 
  

 
 
 

 
 



OWOSSO TRACTOR PARTS 
15TH ANNUAL MACKINAC BRIDGE ANTIQUE TRACTOR CROSSING 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2022 - SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2022 

 
This year, the MDOT list or road construction is a 24 page listing.  In that I did not get an opportunity to go and 
check it out, we will have to rely on their data. 
 
According to the web site, the construction on U.S. 23 will be completed by September 02.  Not so for construction 
on I-75.  There appear to be several locations along that stretch.  There is no specificity to the MDOT spreadsheet as 
to where each of these work sites exist.  So, play it by ear. 
 
The regular approaches to the staging area (again assuming our members are northbound) are northbound I-75 to 
Mackinaw City exit 338 to NICOLET STREET.  The landmark for Central Avenue is the Weinerlicious Restaurant, 
102 Central Avenue, with the large hot dog on the roof.  That is on the southwest corner.  Turn left (west) on CENTRAL 
AVENUE. 
 
The second option is northbound I-75 to EXIT 338 for JAMET STREET, Mackinaw City.  Turn right (southbound) on 
NICOLET STREET to CENTRAL AVENUE.  Turn right (west) on Central Avenue.  DARROW'S PIT is 1.6 miles 
on the south side of the road.  
 
There is an ALTERNATIVE ROUTE coming from the south.  According to the Owosso Bridge crossing site, the other 
option to avoid the construction is to take EXIT 337 which is an exit to the LEFT.  Turn left (south) at the stop sign. 
Then, turn right at the first road (C 81).  Follow it all the way to WILDERNESS PARK DRIVE.  Turn right on 
WILDERNESS PARK DRIVE and proceed to WEST CENTRAL AVENUE.  Turn right on Central to the 
staging area. 
 
Upon arrival at Darrow's Pit you will be met by a volunteer wearing a "volunteer" shirt or a yellow or orange safety 
vest.  These staff will provide you with an information pack as well as direct you to when our club is located. 
We are NUMBER 8 in the event line up.  Volunteers will begin staffing the staging area from: 
Wednesday      9:00 AM                Saturday   6:00 AM  Mackinaw side 
Thursday          8:00 AM                Saturday  10:00 AM  St Ignace side 
Friday               8:00 AM                Sunday      9:00 AM  St Ignace side 
 
They emphasize that you arrive Wednesday through Friday and Not on Saturday morning.  The caveat is that 
there is a provision that tractors may be delivered between midnight Friday to 5:00 AM Saturday morning. 
Not preferred. 
 
They want to keep Central Avenue clear for inbound buses and to initiate the parade.  In 2019 there was a 
problem or people parking on Central and creating a jam up.  Please take your rig to the unloading area 
in the back to deploy it.  They want to avoid dawdling blockages and have set a limit for unloading 
time at 30 minutes.  
 
As said before, we are number 8 in the lineup.  Number 7 is the Not The Typical Tractor Club (Horton, 
Jackson County); number 9 is the Old Iron Antique Tractor Club (Edmore, Montcalm County).  We have 
21 tractors registered from our club.  There are 52 Clubs participating this year. 
 
Upon unloading and positioning, proceed to the Information Tent.  There you can buy Saturday AM and 
Saturday PM BUS TICKETS at $5.00 each.  With the information tent at Little Bear being set up 
on Saturday morning, the only bus tickets they will sell is the trip to Darrow's Pit.  Back at the Pit information tent, raffle  
tickets and merchandise will be available. 



Also at the south site will be a food truck there from Wednesday forward.  Hours are variable but 
generally speaking, it will be open from 11:00 AM.  There will be people movers on site.  The 
public is welcome to tour the staging area on Thursday and Friday from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM. 
The public is also welcomed to view the tractors parked at Little Bear on Saturday from 12:00 PM 
to 5:00 PM; and on Sunday morning from 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM. 
 
There is a food drive/money collection for the local food banks.  This was profoundly successful last 
year.  Donated foods should be non-perishable.  For $5.00 cash contribution, 10 raffle tickets will be 
given out. 
 
BUS RUNS will begin Saturday morning at 5:30 AM and run to 7:30 AM.  Participants should be at 
their tractors at 8:00 AM. Participants should be at their tractors at 8:00.  Bus runs will be available 
from Little Bear to Darrow's Pit from 12:00pm to 4:00 PM.  Please be aware that the Mackinac 
Bridge Authority does oversize load escorts at 7:00 AM if permits were filed and issued. 
Owosso Tractor will monitor this to make sure the buses are clear. 
 
Back at the pit on Saturday morning, the club representatives will meet in the early morning.  They 
will be issued the medallions for their members.  Our representatives are Dave Snyder and 
Jerry Russell.  The medallions should be placed on the right front corner or the tractor where it 
can be observed by the Bridge Authority and MSP as the tractors enter the bridge 
 
IT IS RECOMMENDED that you bring a couple of strong magnets to assist in keeping the medallion 
on the tractor if high winds.  You can use tape, but then there is the paint to consider.  IT IS FURTHER 
RECOMMENDED that once you reach Little Bear that you remove the medallion.  They are 
considered "collectables" by the five finger discounters. 
 
All tractors should be shut down at 8:15. There will be an opening flag raising, the National Anthem, 
and a moment of silence.  Participants will then return to their tractors and fire 'em up.  Each 
tractor should be equipped with a tow strap or chain.  The preference is for the strap which is less 
likely to scratch the paint.  It is also recommended that there be an ABC fire extinguisher for 
every 10 tractors.  One for every 5 would be better.  Please assure that it, as well as such things 
as coolers are firmly secured. 
 
This year, due to road construction, there will be no parade through Mackinaw City.  The parade will 
proceed on Central Avenue and under the bridge.  There will be a left turn on Nicolet Street and then 
to the entrance ramp to the bridge.  Operators should be sitting at all times and be able to jump on 
the clutch and the brake if necessary. 
 
In the event of a break down on the bridge with the tractor in front of you, carefully pull around and 
hook up with the two strap.  They should be towed to the first shopping center after the Bridge 
(Family Fare).  Moderate speed is profoundly important.  Do not tow down the hill and into the 
downtown.  There is no need to invite another accident like a few years ago. 
 
The tractors proceed through downtown St. Ignace to the Little Bear Arena, 275 Marquette Street, 
St.  Ignace 49781(behind Lynn Auto Parts NAPA store.  You will likely be directed down the 
street to use Reagon Street to proceed to Little Bear.  Driftwood Restaurant and Motel is on 
one corner and Lehto's Pastries on the other side of the intersection. 
 
Once at Little Bear, Heart of Michigan Tractor Club will direct the placement of the tractors in 
the paved area of the parking lot.  Once there, lunch is available at the Arena from 11:00 AM 
to 3:00 PM. There is a separate charge.  Restrooms are also available inside the facility. 



As to the matter of parking, they do not want trailers parked at Little Bear --- only brought in 
for loading.  This leaves the same three options as in previous year.  One is to park at the 
back of Darrow's Pit and use the buses to get back after the event and pick up the rig. 
The second is if your motel/hotel/campground has and area to park your rig. The third 
option is to park at the airport. 
 
To get to the airports parking area, go north on North State Street/I-75 Business Route to 
North Airport Road.  The Tradewinds Motel is just south of the corner.  It is 1.6 miles 
north of Marquette Street intersection (Napa Auto Parts).  The parking area is to the 
far west end of the road.  There is no loading dock at this site.  There is a loading 
dock at Little Bear. 
 
Post crossing, there is, at Little Bear, at 4:00 the tractor tug of war.  At 6:00 PM there is 
an ice cream social, Euchre, and bingo inside.  As and F.Y.I., security will be on site 
during the night.  On Sunday, the public is welcome to come and see the tractors 
from 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM.  The tractor parade through downtown St. Ignace goes from  
12:30 PM to 2:00 PM.  The raffle drawing is also on Sunday.  They historically raffle off some  
impressive stuff.  The event ends at 2:30 PM. 
 
SOME MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS  --  SOME REDUNDANT 
 
Sage advice from Dave Snyder:  Make sure to take along a coat that will withstand winds up  
on the Bridge.  It is easier to take off layers if they are not needed rather than wishing you had  
brought one along.  And gloves, bring gloves. 
 
Shut off the fuel when parked.  Take your keys and your club magnetic placard for the night(s).  
 Also, check all fluid levels prior to the start.  A number of years ago, a guy that did not check 
 the oil dropped his engine on State Street.  It was impressive.  The WHOOM was heard  
4 blocks away. 
 
Make sure that fire extinguisher nozzles are clear of any obstructions. 
 
You do not need a slow-moving triangle while on the crossing; any other time one is required. 
 
Do not proceed west of the Bridge on U.S. 2 with your tractor.  Tickets can be issued. 
 
Make sure that any flags, fire extinguishers, coolers, etc. are firmly secured. 
 
There is a zero-tolerance policy for alcohol consumption. 
 
As mentioned, overnight security begins on Wednesday night.  They will be based in a  
camper parked on the grounds. 
 
If you find one of Bob Baumras's business cards on you seat, contact him immediately  to  
determine the issue to be addressed. 
 
A matter of common sense.  Tractors should be on pneumatic tires.  "Steel wheels, spades,  
spikes, crawler tracks, spike wheels... will not be allowed to drive in the parade."  They  
recommend putting these tractors on a trailer for the parade.  From personal observation, MDOT  
and the Bridge Authority get SO cranky if their pavement is chewed up. 
 



Information Tent Hours 
 

Wednesday   Darrow's Pit   10:00 AM to 6:00 PM 
Thursday      Darrow's Pit     9:00 AM to 6:00 PM 
Friday          Darrow's Pit     8:00 AM to 7:00 PM 
Saturday      Darrow's Pit     6:00 AM to 8:00 PM 
Saturday      Little Bear      10:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
Sunday        Little Bear       9:00 AM to 11:00 AM 

 
 
 
                                                         16th ANNUAL ANTIQUE TRACTOR MEET 
                                                     SPRINGFIELD PARK AND RECREATION AREA 
                                                 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2022  NOON TO 5:00 pm 
 
The Springfield Park Antique Tractor Meet will be held at their park located at Lund Road SW.  It is 
also known as Carly's Hill. 
 
Directions from Kalkaska:  Take M-66 south to Lund Road.  Turn right and go 4 miles to Creighton Road.  
Turn left 1/4 mile to the Pavilion area 
Directions from Fife Lake:  East 1 1/4 miles from U.S. 131 on Coster Road.  Take Coster SE 1 1/2 miles 
to Lund Road.  Turn left and go 2 miles to Creighton Road.  Turn right and go 1/4 mile to the 
Pavilion area. 
 
They were going to send a flyer with more information, but it was not forthcoming.  From a short phone 
conversation, there will be a pedal tractor race, tractor golf, bingo and pie auction.  Food is available 
and there are a number of kids games.  They were having a challenge securing a group to provide music. 
They were optimistic. 
 
One note, the event time was changed to start at 12:00 PM in order to give participants additional time 
to set up.  On the upside, you can attend the event and come directly to the club meeting at 5:00. 
 
 
KINGSLEY PARADE KODAK MOMENT: 
 
I had just taken a picture of Gerald Delancey and turned to photograph Steve Larson.  When I turned 
my entire view finder was filled with a radiator grill.  Steve had moved in for a close up.  By the time 
I clicked the shutter, what I came away with was a (very) close up profile of Steve.  
 
Greg Hansmeier 

 



GREAT LAKES ANTIQUE TRACTOR CLUB T-SHIRTS FOR SALE 
 

The Club has purchased a limited quantity of T-shirts to sell to members, and to the public at 
events. Below is a list of sizes and colors available. If you would like to support our efforts with  
a new T-shirt with our Club logo, please contact Sandy Boals by text or message at 231-632-
5288, or email sboals5475@charter.net and I’ll arrange to get your order to you ASAP. 

 

 
Sizes Medium, Large, and XL are priced at $12.00.  

Prices are slightly higher to non-members ($15.00). 
Quantities available are in ( ) following the colors: 
 

Medium T-shirts: Irish Green (1), Royal Blue (1), Tennessee Orange (1),  
White (1), Sport Red (2), Navy (1) 
 
Large T-shirts: Irish Green (1), Royal Blue (1), Tennessee Orange (1),  
White (1), Navy (1), Sport Gray (1), Forest Green (1) 
 
XL T-shirts: Irish Green (1), Royal Blue (1), Tennessee Orange (1),  
White (1), Sport Red (1), Navy (1), Sport Gray  (2), Forest Green (1), Ash (1) 

 
 

Size 2X is priced at $14.50  
Prices are slightly higher to non-members ($17.00). 
Quantities available are in ( ) following the colors: 
 

2X T-shirts: Irish Green (1), Royal Blue (1), Tennessee Orange (1), White (1),  
Red (1), Navy (1) 

 

Size 3X is priced at $15.50 
Prices are slightly higher to non-members ($19.00). 
Quantities available are in ( ) following the colors: 
 

3X T-shirts:  Irish Green (1), Royal Blue (1), White (1), Sport Red (1) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
August 13, 2022 
 
50-50 Prize drawing results: 
 
$49.00 in ticket sales to Club coffers 
(this includes the $5.00 non-ticket donation by Steve Larson) 
 
Prizes: $5.00 cash won by Dawson Snyder 
3 pairs Nitrile gloves won by Mike Polega 
Pocket knife donated by Mike Polega, won by Jerry Russell 
John Deere pail with corn cob handle donated by Jerry Russell,  
won by Betty Hassett 
2 (empty) Commemorative Busch Lite Beer Cans (really cool looking)  
donated by Jerry Russell, won by Christy Vollmer 
 
Thank you to Justin Polega for selling raffle tickets, and Shannon Polega for separating the tickets. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sandy Boals, Treasurer 
and Prize Drawing Coordinator 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raffle/Drawing Results  



Our Advertisers/Sponsors 







Come see our new clothing depart-

ment! Makers of Little Town Jerky, 

great meats and catering services. 

Check out our new location! 

716 S. Chestnut Street 

Reed City 







Great Lakes Antique Tractor Club 
PO Box 203 
Fife Lake, MI 49633 

Check us out on the Web!
www.greatlakesantiquetractorclub.org 


