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Message from the President 

 Hello fellow GLATC members! 
 
  Well, the summer is winding down, the Buckley Old Engine Show is now behind us, and the Mackinac 
Bridge Crossing is just ahead of us. It has been a busy summer for sure, and now we are starting to fo-
cus on the fall season right around the corner. 
 
  First, the Buckley Show was a HUGE success! My goal was to see at least 20 tractors from our club 
there, and we ended up exceeding that with a total of 29 tractors! That is an OUTSTANDING showing 
from our club, and the Buckley folks were indeed impressed with us! I personally brought 3 tractors, and 
I want to thank the following members for bringing their tractors to show: Don & Jean Springberg (1), 
Larry Adams (1), Carl Kevwitch (2), Max Kessler (1), Duke Elsner (2), AJ and Jill Shannon (4), Gerald 
Delancey (1), Steve Larson (2), Keith Stewart (1), Dave Snyder and his son (2),  and Kevin & Chris Chil-
son- who brought 9 tractors total! Wow!! Thank you everyone! 
 
  The Mackinac Bridge Crossing is coming up on Friday, September 6. Greg will have the details coming 
up later in the newsletter. We look to have a great showing for this event as well, with 8 of our members 
registered to take their tractors across! We look forward to hearing about the crossing at the next club 
meeting on September 14th! 
 
  I would like to remind everyone of the new event this year- the Samel's Farm Harvest Festival on Octo-
ber 6th. There will be more details coming on this but I would like to encourage everyone to come out for 
this event! It should be a blast and the tractors will fit right in with the atmosphere of the harvest! The 
Samel's Farm folks were very happy with us being there for the Summer Farm Event in June last year, 
and they are really exited to have us for the Harvest Fest this year! Please come out and join us and 
let's close out the season with a super showing!! 
 
  Finally, I would like to have everyone keep the following club members in their thoughts and prayers as 
they continue to recover from medical issues: Gene and Jo Malloy, Sara Adams (Larry's wife), and Dan 
Polega (my dad).  
 
   I look forward to seeing you all at the Saturday, September 14th meeting at 530 pm!  
 
Mike Polega 
President 
Great Lakes Antique Tractor Club 

 
   
 

 



2019 Schedule of Events 
 
 
 
September 6th--12th Annual Mackinac Bridge Crossing 
 
September 14th, 530 PM   September Meeting 
 
September 28, 2019—Acme Fall Festival—Cancelled 
 
October 6, 2019—Samel’s Farm Harvest Festival 
 
October 12th, Board meeting 430 PM, Club meeting/Potluck/Elections 530 PM  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(See the next page for more details on events in September) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

 
CLUB EVENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 

           
            The recommended approach for the staging area is(assuming our members are all coming from the south) north-
bound I-75 to Exit 339 for JAMET(t...t...T!  My sausage fingers keep wanting to push the 's' key) Street, Mackinaw 
City.  Turn right(southbound) on NICOLET STREET to CENTER AVENUE. Turn right (west) on CENTRAL AVENUE. 
Turn right (west) on Central Avenue. 
1.6 miles on the south side is the south staging area, DARROW'S PIT. 
 
The other approach is to exit at the first Mackinaw City Exit 338 and proceed north on NICOLET STREET. The landmark 
for Central Avenue is the big hot dog on the top of the Weinerlicious Restaurant, 102 Central Avenue.  Turn left(west) 
on CENTRAL AVENUE. 
 
Upon arrival at Darrow's Pit, you will be given an event book and a map of where the club is parked by a volunteer.  Vol-
unteers will either have a "volunteer" shirt or a yellow or orange safety vest.  On Thursday night to Friday morning, secu-
rity will be provided.  Volunteers will begin staffing the staging area at 6:30 AM. 
 
They emphasize that you arrive on Wednesday or Thursday and NOT ON FRIDAY MORNING.  They want to keep Cen-
tral Avenue clear for the inbound buses and to initiate the parade.  Please take your rig back to the unloading area to 
deploy it. They want to avoid dawdling blockages (sometime known as 'gapers blocks') on the pit drives. 
 
Our assigned location is B-26.  We are between Au Sable Valley (B-25) and Pioneer Power (B-27). 
 
Upon unloading and positioning, proceed to the information tent.  There you can buy the Friday AM bus ticket, if needed, 
as well as raffle tickets and memorabilia.  The Friday AM tickets from Little Bear Arena to the staging area can only be 
purchased at the south information tent.  Bus tickets for the PM run back to the staging area will be available at both the 
north and south information tents. 
 
For the AM trip, vehicles are to be parked on the gravel parking area north of Little Bear.  Trailers are not to be parkedin 
this area.  More on this later.  Parking on the paved lot portion is inviting a tow away. 
 
Busing from Little Bear to the staging area will be available from 5:00 AM to 7:30 AM.  The PM buses will be running from 
Little Bear to the staging area from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM on Friday afternoon.  This will allow you to return to pick up your 
rig if you parked it at the back of the staging area. 
 
Please be aware that the Mackinac Bridge Authority does oversize load shut downs, if permits for such were issued, at 
7:00 AM. Owosso Tractor Parts will monitor this to make sure the buses clear.  The event will be delayed to accommo-
date such a 
wait.  Last year, they did a couple of oversize load crossings early evening the night before. 
 
Be at your tractor at 7:30 AM.  They are asking that the tractors be shut down at 8:00 AM for the opening ceremony and 
invocation.  The parade is scheduled to start between 8:30 and 9:00 AM.  That said, one of the St. Ignace web sites re-
ports that there are so many tractors registered that they will begin at 8:30. Uh-huh.  At 9:00 to 9:30 AM the tractors are 
to start on the bridge. 
 
                    



The medallions will be passed out to the club representative (Dave) to be issued to the members.  They are to be 
affixed to the right front corner of the tractor or, in the alternative, the right side of the hood area.  Tractors that do 
not have a valid medallion  are not allowed to participate.  At the end of the day, you may want to secure your  
medallion(s) to preclude theft for a souvenir. 
 
Each tractor must be equiped with a tow strap or chain.  In the event of a tow, the driver of the tractor being towed 
should be sitting down and in full control of the tractor.  It is also the responsibility of the towed vehicle to keep the 
tow strap/chain snug so there is not a repeat of the roll over accident last year.  The towed tractor should not go 
into downtown St. Ignace, but rather pull off into the Family Fair lot.  Moderate speed while towed is  
PROFOUNDLY important. 

 
We are in the group that goes directly to the bridge.  Owosso has indicated that 10 MPH is the minimum speed.  It 
is also important to avoid large gaps in the line. The tractors proceed to the Little Bear Arena. 275 Marquette St., 
St. Ignace 49781(behind Lynn Auto Parts NAPA store).  You may be directed to use Marquette Street to get to the 
Arena or Reagon Street.  Driftwood Restaurant & Motel is on one corner and Lehto's Pastries on the other of that 
intersection. 
 
Once at Little Bear, County Line Antique Tractor Club will direct the placement of tractors in the paved area.  Once 
there, lunch is available at the Arena from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM(separate charge).  Restrooms are also available 
inside the facility.  The entire entourage needs to be completed by the time school ends for the day. 
 
As to the matter of parking rigs, things have changed. The trailers are not to be parked at Little Bear  --- only for 
loading. This leaves three options that I know of for this event.  One is to park at the back of Darrow's Pit and use 
the bus to get back after the event and pick up the rig.  The second is if your motel/hotel/campground has an area 
to park your rig. The third option  --- here we go  ----  is the parking area at the airport. 
 
To get to the airport parking area, go north on North State Street/I-75 Business Route to North Airport Road.  The 
closed Tradewinds Motel is at the corner if it has not been demolished.  It is 1.6 miles north of the Marquette Street 
intersection (NAPA Auto Parts).  The parking area is to the west end of the road.  There is no loading dock at this 
site.  There is a loading dock at Little Bear Arena. 
 
As previously written, this gravel road is rough, very rough.  It has been in this condition for the last two years. It is 
so bumpy that the best advice if you elect this option if to fasten bra straps and remove your dentures. 
 

 SOME MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS: 
  Check your fluid levels; water, oil, gas. 

   Assure the extinguisher charge is valid if you have one. 
   Make sure the fire extinguisher nozzle is clear. 
   You do not need a slow moving triangle while on the crossing; but any other time one is required. 
   Do not proceed west of the Bridge on US - 2 with your tractor. 
   There is a zero tolerance policy for alcohol consumption.  Don't drink and drive.  Use a nine iron (a golden oldie). 
 
I was unable to find information on the information tent hours for Saturday, September 07.  They normally maintain 
morning hours.  The event officially closes at 6:00 PM Saturday by which time the participating tractors need to 
be removed from Little Bear. 
 



ACME FALL FESTIVAL 
FLINTSFIELD HORSE PARK 

6535 BATES ROAD  WILLIAMSBURG, MI 49690  
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2019 

 
The 2019 Acme Fall Festival has been cancelled.  They are seeking a new coordi-
nator for the event.  More of a problem is that they were left with the untenable prospect of trying to put on this sub-
stantial event with just half a dozen volunteers.  They are planning a build up for a return in 2020. 
 

 

SAMELS FARM 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 06, 2019 

 
Just a reminder of the Harvest Days even at Samels Farm on October 06. More details to come. 

 

 

 

 

Greg Hansmeier 



Justin’s Die Cast Corner 

Justin's Die Cast Corner ISSUE # 9: John Deere Model 440 Diesel Industrial Crawler, 2005 National Toy Truck'N Construction 
show edition. By: Justin Polega 
WHAT DOES "INDUSTRIAL" MEAN?: When referring to the word "industrial", we think of something that is heavy-duty, or 
"overbuilt". We also use that word to describe an immense amount of something, or to describe an industry. For the purpose of a 
tractor, the first definition listed is used. Tractors could come from the factory painted yellow and have some qualities that en-
hanced them from standard agricultural equipment. Pretty much all tractor companies around produced "industrial" versions of 
their equipment akin to their other models. 
 
JOHN DEERE'S 440 INDUSTRIAL: Now that you know what the term "industrial" means when to referring to tractors, we will get 
into the featured tractor. The 440 industrial was the industrial version of John Deere's model 435 Diesel. That tractor used a 2 
stroke model 253 Detroit Diesel. The same engine was available for the model 440, but most came in the form of a two-cylinder 
gasoline powered John Deere engine. The gas engine was bored out more to give it a bit more horsepower for the industrial's. 
The 440 was available in gas or diesel, and tractor or crawler. Some of the options included a backhoe, a loader, lights, and a 
front mounted blade. Some crawlers would be gas with a loader, and some could be a diesel with a loader. The options varied 
greatly on the 440. More gas-tractors were produced than anything else. For the crawler's themselves, more were produced die-
sel than gas. Pretty interesting. The reason why the Detroit Diesel was used in these tractors was because farmer's wanted a 
smaller diesel tractor for farm and industrial use. John Deere was in the middle of working on their "New Generation" tractors for 
1960, and didn't want to design a whole new tractor. Deere brainstormed and finally decided to take their model "430", but a die-
sel in it, and call it the model "435". Deere wanted to do this quickly, so they didn't make their own engine. They instead contract-
ed the Detroit Diesel company to put a smaller diesel engine in the 435. For the industrial matter, Deere just took the 435, put the 
same diesel in it, beefed it up with a heavier frame and more options, painted it yellow and called it the "440". It was all really a 
domino effect that started with the model 430. The model 440, however, was Deere's FIRST mass produced industrial tractor. 
Before, tractors had to be ordered special in order to be industrial. Cities and Counties would order tractors from Deere and ask 
for certain features like a loader, heavy-duty 3-point-hitch system, etc. The 440 was produced by Deere in much larger quantities 
unlike their previous industrial models, which were ordered one or two at a time and were not mass produced.   
 
VARIANTS:  440IC- Industrial Crawler (Available gas/diesel/all-fuel), 440I- Industrial Ag tractor (Available gas/diesel) All had 
options of loader, backhoe, or blade. Some had a loader (and/or blade) and backhoe, some had one or the other.   
 
PRODUCTION: The 440 was produced from 1958, to 1960 were a total of  21,928 machines were produced. Here are the pro-
duction numbers for each variant: 440 Gas Ag Tractor- 2,341 made. 440 Diesel Ag Tractor- 971 made. 440 Gas Crawler- 9,845 
made.440 All Fuel Crawler- 10 made. 440 Diesel Crawler- 6,679 made. All of these units were manufactured in the John Deere 
Dubuque  Iowa Plant. In 1960, this tractor would have cost you $3,000.  
 
OPTIONS: As mentioned earlier, these tractors were available in gas or diesel, tractor form or crawler form, with a loader, blade, 
or backhoe. Most came standard with lights and all came with hydraulics.  
 
USES/CAPABILITIES: Most of these industrial units were purchased by small town governments to maintain the city's roads, 
roadsides, etc. They could be used as small bulldozers to move snow and dirt on a job site, pull trailers, be used to lift heavy 
objects, or to farm normally and complete tasks like plowing, harvesting, mowing, moving manure, and cultivating. With no real 
capabilities listed for normal farming chores, a good guess it that the Ag- Tractor could cultivate 3-4 rows at a time and pull a 2-3 
bottom plow. No numbers are listed for how much weight these units can lift.  
 
SPECS: Horsepower:(draw bar) 26.68 hp. (PTO): 32.7 hp. (All horsepower ratings tested by www.tractordata.com) Front tire 
size: 6.00-16. Rear Tire Size: 12-28. Weight: 4,085 lbs- 6,375 lbs. Fuel Capacity:10.5 gal. Wheelbase: 85 in. Steering: Power 
assist.  Battery: 12 volts. Engine: (Diesel) General Motors 2-53 supercharged diesel, 2-cyl, liquid cooled, 106 cubic inches. Bore/
Stroke:3.875 x 4.50 in. Compression: 17:1. Rated RPM:1850. Coolant Capacity: 10 qts. Air Cleaner: Oil Bath. (Gas): John Deere 
Gasoline, 2-cyl, liquid cooled, 113.3 cubic inches. Bore/Stroke: 4.25 x 4.00 in. Fuel System: Carburetor. Rated RPM: 2,000. Com-
pression: 7.5:1. Air Cleaner: Oil Bath. 
 
 

 

 

http://www.tractordata.com/


MODEL FEATURES: The die cast model itself is a 440 Industrial Crawler Diesel. This model features authentic graphics, 
operating levers, lights, metal tracks, die cast metal construction, and a Certificate of Authenticity. This specific model was 
built for the "2005 National Toy Truck'N Construction" show. Only 5,000 of these exact models were produced, and no more of 
this exact show model will be produced again. This model was made by RC2/ERTL. 
SOURCES: https://www.johnnypopper.com/weirddeere/The_440and435.html , http://www.tractordata.com/industrial-

tractors/000/0/2/21-john-deere-440-engine.html , Photo credit to John Deere and to outbacktoystore.com  

Please feel free to look at any promotional material I have up on the desk at the meetings as well as my price guide! Look for 
this tractor at the next meeting, as well as my inventory sheet. Thanks for reading! 
 

https://www.johnnypopper.com/weirddeere/The_440and435.html
http://www.tractordata.com/industrial-tractors/000/0/2/21-john-deere-440-engine.html
http://www.tractordata.com/industrial-tractors/000/0/2/21-john-deere-440-engine.html
http://outbacktoystore.com/


 
 

Rebuilt Magnetos and Parts 

Larry Adams:  231-943-8666 

After market 3 point hitch for Farmall 

H or M.  Located in Beulah.  Call Max 

Kessler:  309-371-8592 

5 HP Economy stationary engine w/cart $2500 
1949 John Deere D  $6500                  1937 John Deere A  $4500 
1936 John Deere A $2500 
                             Call Larry Adams:  231-943-8666             

Have something to sell? 

List it here.  It's easy!   

Just email Jean @ 

jean_glatc@yahoo.com    

 Oliver 2 row Spring tooth cultivator. 
$200.00  Call Gerald Delancey: 
1-231-944-6967 
Call Geral Delansey: 1-231-944-6969 

 



Our Advertisers/Sponsors 







Come see our new clothing department! 

Makers of Little Town Jerky, great 

meats and catering services. 







Great Lakes Antique Tractor Club 

PO Box 203 

Fife Lake, MI 49633 

Check us out on the Web!

www.greatlakesantiquetractorclub.org 


