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Message from the President 

  
  

  Hello fellow GLATC members! 
 
  First, I would like to start off with some exciting news! We have an event that has popped into our radar that is 
happening real soon- Labor Day to be exact! On September 7th, 2020, our club has been invited to run in the Man-
ton Labor Day Parade. The event begins at 10 AM with line-up beginning at 8 AM. We can park and unload our rigs 
at the Manton High School front parking lot right off from business 131. I encourage any of our members that want 
to participate and feel comfortable doing so, to come out and join us in this special event!  
 
  I believe everyone that was signed up for the bridge crossing this year has been contacted about your refund op-
tions. If you have not or need help or information, please contact Dave Snyder and he can give you the information 
you need. You can also check the Owosso bridge crossing website for information.  
 
  We WILL be holding our September 12th, 2020 membership meeting. Please note we will start the meeting at 2:00 
PM and we will hold the meeting outdoors weather permitting. This will allow everyone to practice social distancing. 
You are encouraged to wear a mask if medically feasible. This meeting will feature our annual elections, which is 
usually done at the October meeting. There WILL NOT be a meeting in October- this September meeting will be the 
only one held for 2020. We will also begin our annual membership dues collection at this meeting. Please refer to 
the sections later in the newsletter for election and membership dues details. The club newsletters will continue thru 
November as usual. All the election results will appear in the October newsletter. 
 
  I would like to announce to everyone that our club has decided to extend all of the current ads for all of our spon-
sors thru 2021 at no cost, as a token of our appreciation for their continued support every year. During these difficult 
times, we would like to show our support back to them by granting this extension! All of our sponsors will receive a 
letter from our club about this extension. Thank you again to all of our sponsors!! 
 
  Finally, I am very sad to report to you that Shirley Matevia- a long time member and servant to our club, passed 
away on June 6th, 2020. She will be missed by all that knew her and were friends with her. There is a special me-
morial page later in the newsletter where her daughter Michele asked me to share some things about her mom, and 
some personal thoughts from me as well. Please check it out!  
 
  Stay safe and healthy everyone! See you at the September 12th meeting, 2:00 PM! Chairs will be provided, but 
feel free to bring your own lawn chairs if you wish. Also- this meeting will NOT be potluck, so please do not worry 
about bringing food. We will get thru the meeting as quickly as possible. Thank you! 
 
Mike Polega 
President  
Great Lakes Antique Tractor Club 



In Memoriam 

To all of our fellow GLATC members, 
 
  On June 6, 2020, our tractor club sadly lost a very important member- Shirley Matevia. Shirley passed away 
and went to join her husband George on that big John Deere farm in the sky. 
 
  I have spoken with George and Shirley's daughter Michele, and there are some things she asked me to 
share with all of our club members about her mom. 
 
  Shirley was an avid animal lover. One of her favorites was a cat affectionately named "Repo". This cat 
showed up at their doorstep on a cold day, and Shirley took him in the house. George did not want to keep 
the cat, so Shirley took him to the animal shelter. After returning home, she decided that she had to have that 
cat. She went right back to the shelter the very same day and returned home with the cat. George gave in 
and suggested they name the cat "Repo", which was both fitting and funny! Shirley had also found some 
baby birds nested in their trailer hitch. She hand fed them until they were able to find a home for them at an 
animal sanctuary, where they stayed until they could be released into nature. Shirley felt that was one of the 
most rewarding things she had ever done! 
 
  Shirley loved this club every bit as much as George did, and she was happy to serve in any capacity that 
was needed. She made many great friends within the club and was thankful for all of them. There was noth-
ing that would stop her from attending the Walloon Lake tractor show, even after George was gone. She in-
sisted on serving breakfast at the crack of dawn and would always walk the flea market to the best of her 
ability every year. One of her favorite parts of the show was to sit under the tent with other club members and 
spend hours talking and laughing with her friends. Tractors and our little club were in George and Shirley's 
blood. Michele went on to point out that George always loved plow day at Dick and Rose Send's house every 
year, and that she found pictures of her dad on his family farm with the cows and tractors in the background.  
 
  Michele told me that her and her mother would like to thank everyone for the years of friendship and dedica-
tion to the club, and that we were all like family to both her mom and dad.  
 
  I would personally like to say that George and Shirley were BOTH pioneers of this club. They both worked 
together to keep the club going thru thick and thin. George served as our club president from 1994 to 2009, 
with Shirley by his side the whole time. Shirley served the club doing various jobs such as the newsletter, 
membership, historical, and secretarial jobs. They were both true leaders, and I am glad I had the pleasure of 
knowing both of them and being their friends.  
 
  George inspired me to become president of our club. I remember talking with him about it, not really know-
ing whether I should volunteer to do it or not. George told me I could certainly do it, and right then he pledged 
his support for me. I have not and will not ever forget that. George was the first one to shoot his hand up at 
the elections and nominate me for club president. I was and still am so proud, and I thank you George for the 
inspiration! 
 
  After the elections were over, I received a phone call from Shirley. She wanted me to know first that she 
thought I did a great job finishing out the meeting, and second that she believed I was going to make a really 
good president. I thanked her many times as that meant the world to me.    
 



  What I miss the most is seeing George and Shirley sitting under their tent at the Buckley Show. They were al-
ways there, like clockwork, and I really enjoyed their company and friendship. George would climb on his little 
John Deere 110 with Shirley being towed behind him on a little seat with wheels. I miss them being there im-
mensely. When George passed away, Shirley stopped coming to Buckley. She told me it was too hard to be there 
without George. She sold me George's little John Deere 110 along with the little seat with wheels. All of the trac-
tors me and my family have are named, so it was only appropriate to name the John Deere 110 "George", and we 
named the little seat on wheels "Shirley." They will never be separated and they will always make it to the Buck-
ley Show in memory of George and Shirley!  
 
  Finally, I would like to announce that our club will be making a donation in memory of Shirley to the Donald 
Reece Animal Shelter in Gaylord. Shirley's name will be added to our club memorial board as well. I am also 
proud to announce that Michele Domm has accepted her parents' membership slot within our club! Welcome to 
our club Michele, and it is an honor to have you here! Michele has graciously donated some items her mom had 
to our club. Included are some very valuable photo albums depicting historical moments within our club! I cannot 
wait to see them! Thank you Michele! 
 
Mike Polega 
President  
Great Lakes Antique Tractor Club   

In Memoriam, continued. 



Membership Corner 

  Summer is winding down, and it has been a weird one for sure! Usually we run this article in the October news-
letter, but because of the current circumstances, we will begin addressing the 2021 dues in September. 
 
  We have decided to renew the sponsor ads for 2021 at no cost to our sponsors due to the pandemic. We felt 
this was the least we could do to show our support for them as they have helped support us for many years. We 
will, however, still need to collect the club membership dues for 2021. We will start this process at the September 
12th, 2020 meeting. Here are the details: 
 
Members attending the September 12th meeting may renew their dues at that time. Please wait until after the 
meeting ends. 
 
Members can also send their 2021 dues (20.00) to the following: 
Make checks payable to Great Lakes Antique Tractor Club or "GLATC" and mail to 
Mike Polega 
Membership Director 
11895 E M 55 
Cadillac, MI  49601 
 
For those members currently receiving a paper copy of the newsletter, please include an additional 10.00 with 
your membership dues (total 30.00) if you wish to continue receiving the paper newsletters. This helps cover the 
cost of printing and postage. If you wish to switch to receiving your newsletter by email, please send us a valid 
email address. 
 
Remember, per the club by-laws all membership dues must be received by January 1st, 2021. Reminder emails 
and calls will go out to those that have yet to send in their dues around mid December. PLEASE- save me some 
time and send in your dues as early as possible. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me. 
THANK YOU!! 



Election Details 

  Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, our club has not had any meetings or club events this year. We have decided to go 
ahead and hold our meeting scheduled for September 12th, 2020 at 2:00 PM. The meeting will be held at the Union 
Township Hall in Fife Lake as usual. We will, however, be holding the meeting outside (weather permitting) to make it 
easier for everyone to practice social distancing.  
 
  This meeting is unique in that it will be the only meeting for this year (2020). We in turn have decided to hold the annual 
elections at this meeting, which are usually held at the October meeting. We felt that it would be too difficult to try and 
have an outdoor meeting in October. All that being said, here are the details for the elections for 2020: 
 
 For 2020, the board of directors has three seats up for re-election: Dick Send, Jill Shannon, and Jerry Russell. Jill Shan-
non and Jerry Russell both intend to run for re-election. Dick Send does not wish to run, so his board seat will be open. 
We will accept nominations at the club meeting for anyone wishing to run for a board seat. After the votes have been 
counted and the board seats have been filled, the board will hold a special meeting to elect the club officers, after which 
the club president will fill the appointed club positions.  
 
  Please note, we still have a vacancy for the position of Advertising Coordinator. This person would be responsible for 
contacting all of our sponsors for ad renewals and signing up possible new sponsors. Anyone that takes this position will 
not have to contact the sponsors for the 2021 season because we have decided to extend the sponsors' ads thru 2021 at 
no cost due to the pandemic. The sponsors will be receiving a letter from our club explaining this. If you are interested in 
this position, please contact Mike Polega at 231-342-0426, or email at mwpolega@gmail.com.  
 
  We also have a possible vacancy for a 2nd bridge crossing representative. Dave Snyder is our lead bridge crossing rep, 
so this person would be working under Dave and helping with anything relating to the bridge crossing. If you are inter-
ested in this position, please contact me. 

mailto:mwpolega@gmail.com


2020 Calendar of Events 

 as of August 3, 2020 

. 
 
 
MANTON LABOR DAY PARADE   SEPTEMBER 7, 2020        Starts @ 10am… 
                                                                                                   Line up starts @ 8am. Park and unload 
                                                                                                   Rigs @ Manton High School front parking 
                                                                                                   Lot right on Business US 131.  
 
MACKINAC BRIDGE CROSSING   SEPTEMBER 11, 2020                              STATUS:  Cancelled 
 
ACME FALL FESTIVAL   SEPTEMBER                                                             STATUS: Cancelled 
 
SAMELS FARM HARVEST DAYS   SEPTEMBER 20     1:00 - 4:00                 STATUS:   Cancelled 
 
 
 



Hello everyone! I hope you are all doing well and staying safe! We have a possible event coming up, so I guess 1 
event is better than none. We are also tentatively planning on having our September meeting, so I hope to see you 
there! At this meeting, I plan to hold a special two-part "Justin's Diecast Corner" segment there. That means that 
this issue will be a NEW issue, which I am so glad to be able to do again. So, get your reading glasses ready for a 
new edition of Justin's Diecast Corner! 
 
Justin's Diecast Corner ISSUE #16, Sandbox Series ISSUE #2: Ford Model 755A 
Backhoe Loader 
BACKGROUND: The Ford Motor Company was founded in 1903 in Dearborn, 
Michigan by Henry Ford. The company started out making automobiles, but was 
also dabbling  in the agriculture industry in the 1900s as well. Ford claims to be 
the first company to mass- produce farm tractors. Ford knew that he could suc-
ceed in this industry, because he had grown up on a farm that his father owned in 
Southwest Detroit. Ford created the first experimental tractor in 1907, which he 
dubbed the "Automobile Plow." The next  tractor was revised and later known as 
the "Fordson Tractor", which had a copper water-jacket and rear wheels taken 
from a binder. The Fordson tractor was so successful that during the 1920s, 25% 
of all tractors sold in the US were Fordsons. The Fordson tractor itself served as 
a base for construction equipment. Third Party companies would take a Fordson 
tractor and install accessories onto the tractor to suit it to their needs. In the 
1930s, The Trackson Company started offering crawler versions of the Fordson Model "F." In the 1940s, the UK 
Company, Chaseside, built loaders based on the Fordson Tractors that used a winch on the PTO, with a rope ex-
tending from the winch to the loader. Talk about primitive!  In 1948, another company called the Wain-Roy Corpora-
tion sold the very first all-hydraulic backhoe, mounted onto a Ford model "8n" This tractor was sold to the Connecti-
cut Light and Power Company. 24 all-hydraulic backhoe loaders were produced by Wain-Roy in 1948. Wain-Roy 
also made backhoes for the Sherman Products based in Royal Oaks, Michigan, as well as Ford. Around 7,000 
backhoe loaders were produced and sold by Wain-Roy between mid/late 1948 and early 1954, primarily through 
Ford Tractor dealerships. Ford faced tremendous competition going into the late 40s and 50s with the likes of JCB, 
and Case who were producing more industrial-type equipment. JCB had debuted the European-built hydraulic 
loader, which subsequently led to the debut of a backhoe attachment that could be fitted to a tractor in 1953, but 
with a 180 degree slew (turn).  In 1957, Case produced the first All- American Backhoe-Loader and Front-End 
Loader/Tractor combination, or an "integrated Tractor Loader/Backhoe." JCB then followed up again by producing a 
tractor with a backhoe-loader and a front-end loader on the front, which were permanently affixed. JCB would 
AGAIN change the landscape in 1965 with the invention of the 360 degree excavator. While all of this was going 
on,  the Wain-Roy Corporation had landed a deal with the F.G. Hough Company (a subsidiary of International Har-
vester at the time) to add backhoes to their wheel-loaders. Wain-Roy was still producing backhoes for Ford as well 
until 1963, when Ford came out with their own backhoe. Ford produced Backhoe tractors with loaders through the 
70s and 80s, but were beginning to be phased out because of the success of the excavator. Ford then outsourced 
jobs and production for the production of excavators overseas to France to a company Ford had bought a control-
ling interest in in 1972, which was Richier S.A. The Richier name was used on excavators produced in France from 
1972 to 1976, where from there on out the Ford name was used solely. Ford sold excavator manufacturing rights to 
Sambron in the late 70s, but the Ford name was still used for a short period afterwards.  
 
USES/CAPABILITIES: A backhoe was a very versatile machine. They could be used for digging holes, trenches, 
lifting heavy objects, transporting dirt, gravel, or snow, etc. A backhoe was capable of doing most anything, but it 
was found to be much easier to work with an excavator. 
 
OPTIONS: Ford's 755A Backhoe came standard with a 4.4L Diesel engine, but some options that were available 
included a cab and heater inside of the cab. 

Justin’s Die Cast Corner 



SPECS:  (For Ford 755A) (All specs according to tractordata.com) Engine: 4.4L, 4 cyl Turbocharged, 
liquid cooled, Diesel Engine. Bore/Stroke:4.40 x 4 .40 in. Power:(gross) 102 HP. Compression: 15.6:1. 
Rated RPM: 2100. Torque: 278 lb-ft. Torque RPM: 1600. Starter Volts: 12. Transmission: Type: Power 
reversing with torque converter. Gears: 3 forward and reverse (each). Speed: 4.0 mph to 18.5 mph in 
forward or reverse, with 16.9-28 rear tires. Hydraulics: Capacity: 20 gal. Pressure: 2350 psi. Total flow: 
28 gpm. Dimensions/Tires: Wheelbase: 90 inches. Weight: 16,920-17,960 lbs. Front Tire: 11.0-16. Rear 
Tire: 16.9-28. Backhoe and Loader: Dig Depth: 206.3 inches. Dump Angle: 50 inches. 
 
MODEL FEATURES: The Diecast model features a loader and backhoe that both work, a steerable front
-end, and Ford decals. I acquired this model from my Great-Grandmother who had this on the beach. It 
was kept in the boat-house, but the cab looks to be missing, and the paint has been chipped. This model 
served its purpose in the sand, and now it has been retired and resides in my room with the rest of my 
collection! Truly a cool find! 
 
SOURCES:  https://tractors.fandom.com/wiki/Ford_Construction_Equipment, https://
www.motorcities.org/story-of-the-week/2017/the-early-years-of-ford-tractors-1907-1961., https://
www.constructionequipmentguide.com/, http://www.tractordata.com/backhoe-loader/000/1/0/100-ford-

755a.html, and my general knowledge. 

Well, I hope you enjoyed this new issue of Justin's Diecast Corner! It was different actually writing new 

http://tractordata.com/
https://tractors.fandom.com/wiki/Ford_Construction_Equipment
https://www.motorcities.org/story-of-the-week/2017/the-early-years-of-ford-tractors-1907-1961#:~:text=The%20first%20experimental%20Ford%20tractor,mass%2Dproduced%20tractor%20the%20Fordson.
https://www.motorcities.org/story-of-the-week/2017/the-early-years-of-ford-tractors-1907-1961#:~:text=The%20first%20experimental%20Ford%20tractor,mass%2Dproduced%20tractor%20the%20Fordson.
https://www.constructionequipmentguide.com/
https://www.constructionequipmentguide.com/
http://www.tractordata.com/backhoe-loader/000/1/0/100-ford-755a.html
http://www.tractordata.com/backhoe-loader/000/1/0/100-ford-755a.html
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Come see our new clothing department! 

Makers of Little Town Jerky, great 

meats and catering services. 



  



Great Lakes Antique Tractor Club 
PO Box 203 

Fife Lake, MI 49633 

Check us out on the Web!
www.greatlakesantiquetractorclub.org 


